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Ukrainian News 
to merge with 
New Pathway 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian News 
and New Pathway have announced 
they have reached an agreement on 
a merger and will be publishing a 
new newspaper which will com- 
bine the circulation of both, start- 
ing the week of August 21, 2017 
in time for the 26" anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence. 

Ukzainian News will publish опе 
more issue as a separate entity on 
July 5, after which Editor Marco 
Levytsky is taking a break in order 
to participate in a tour of Spain and 
Portugal with the Ukrainian Male 
Chorus of Edmonton. 

Upon his return, he will start 
working for the new newspaper, 
New Pathway-Ukrainian News, as 
its English language and National 
Affairs editor as well as serving as 
its Western Canadian representative. 

The new newspaper will be pub- 
lished weekly 

All Ukrainian News subscrib- 
ers will — at a minimum — be get- 
ting the new newspaper for the full 
duration of the number of issues of 
Ukrainian News they have prepaid. 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

We acknowledge the financial support of 
the Government of Canada through the 
Canada Periodical Fund of the Depart- 
ment of Canadian Heritage for our pub- 
lishing activities and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko. 
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Ukrainian News Editor Marco 
Levytsky has written a personal 
Letter from the Editor to more fully 
explain this merger, which appears 
on page 6, the editorial page of this 
newspaper. 

The following statement was 
jointly prepared by New Pathway 
and Ukrainian News. 

A Ukrainian-language version of 
this statement appears on page 2 of 
this issue. 

The statement is as follows: 

Two of Canada’s leading Ukrain- 
ian Canadian news publications, 
the New Pathway and Ukrainian 
News are proud to announce that 
they will be joining forces to form 
Canada’s only Coast-to-Coast, 
Ukrainian Canadian National Print 
and Online News Publication. 

Under the banner of “New Path- 
way Ukrainian News” we will 
continue to provide the quality 
and consistency of coverage that 
New Pathway readers have come 
to expect over its 87-year history 
together with the insights and com- 
munity-focused news that Ukrain- 
ian News has been providing since 
1928 when it began as Zakhidni 
visti (Western News). 

Under the leadership of Manag- 
ing Editor Yuri Bilinsky, and Eng- 
lish-language and National Affairs 
Editor Marco Levytsky, subscrib- 
ers will see a seamless transition 
of content and material in our new 
weekly publication, plus access to 
additional material and media via 
our online news portal. 

The first issue of New Pathway- 
Ukrainian News will be delivered to 
subscribers during the week of Au- 
gust 21st with our special Ukrain- 
ian Independence Day Issue. То 
celebrate our new partnership, we 
are offering a special new subscrip- 
tion rate, for a limited time only, of 
$80 for the rest of 2017 and all of 
2018. To take advantage of this of- 
fer please visit www.newpathway. 
ca and click on “subscribe”. 

We would like to thank the sub- 
scribers and readers of New Path- 
way and Ukrainian News for your 
years of dedicated reading, and we 
promise that we will continue to 
serve you and your Ukrainian-Can- 
adian media needs for many years 
to come. 

Yuri Bilinsky 

Managing Editor — New Pathway 

Marco Levytsky 
Editor and Publisher 
— Ukrainian News 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Parkland Pryvit 


The Parkland Ukrainian Dancers performed their year-end concert at the Arden Theatre in St. Albert, June 17. 
Pictured above: Their “Pryvit”, or Welcome Dance. For more see page 8 of this issue. 


Canada to conduct Ukraine visa ~ 
review in fall, Wrzesnewsky] says 


By Marco Levyisky 

The Government of Canada will 
be conducting a review of cur- 
rent visa restrictions on citizens of 
Ukraine in the fall, but this does 
not necessarily mean visa-free 
travel, says the Chair of the House 
of Commons Standing Committee 
on Citizenship and Immigration. 

“We will be looking at the pos- 
sibility of following the lead of 
the European Union in provid- 
ing visa-free travel, but this is not 
guaranteed. Those who care about 
this issue should let their elected 
representatives know this as the 
more feedback MPs get on this 
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issue from their constituents, the 
better informed they will be on 
this issue,” Etobicoke-Centre MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj told Ukrain- 
ian News on June 21. 

The EU has approved visa-free 
travel for Ukrainians, which came 
into effect June 11, and was wel- 
comed by Ukraine’s President Pet- 
ro Poroshenko as a “a final exit of 
our country from the Russian Em- 
pire.” 

Under the new rules, Ukrainian 
citizens who have biometric pass- 
ports may enter all EU member 
states other than Ireland and the 

Cont. on Р.3 


Kursy Walkathon 


May 6, 2017, the Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian Studies (Kursy Ukrainoznavstva) held their Annual 
Walkathon and raised $2645 that will be donated to the Orshivsky Orphanage Romashka located in Orshiv, 
Chernivetska oblast, in Ukraine. Pictured above: Kursy students at the Alberta Legislature Grounds where the 
Walkathon ended. For more, see page 11 of this issue. 


Новий Шлях, 
Українські вісті 
єднаються 


Два провідні українсько-канадських видання, Новий Шлях і 
Українські вісті, з гордістю повідомляють про об'єднання зусиль 
і створення єдиного всеканадського українського друкованого та 
онлайн видання. 

Під прапором «Новий Шлях-Українські вісті» ми будемо 
продовжувати послідовність традиції якісної журналістики, до якої 
читачі Нового Шляху звикли за його 87-річну історію, поєднаної 
з глибоким розумінням 1 увагою до справ української громади, які 
були особливістю Українських Вістей з моменту заснування у 1928 
р. (на момент заснування - Західні Вісті). 

Під керівництвом головного редактора Юрія Білінського та 
редактора англомовної частини і відділу національних новин Марка 
Левицького, наші передплатники стануть свідками плавного переходу 
до нашого нового щотижневого видання, а також отримають доступ 
до додаткових матеріалів та інформації на нашому Інтернет-порталі. 

Перше число буде доставлене передплатникам протягом тижня 
21-го серпня - це буде наше спеціальне число, присвячене Дню 
Незалежности України. На честь нового партнерства, ми пропонуємо 
спеціальний тариф передплати, тільки протягом обмеженого періоду 
часу, $80 до кінця 2018 року. Для того, щоб скористатися з цієї 
пропозиції, будь ласка, відвідайте ууууму.пемураШумау.са і натисніть на 
кнопку «передплата». 

Ми хотіли б подякувати передплатникам i читачам Нового Шляху і 
Українських вістей за їх довголітню увагу і підтримку, і ми обіцяємо, 
що будемо продовжувати служити вам і задовольняти ваші потреби 
у доступі до інформації про українсько-канадську громаду протягом 
багатьох років. 

Юрій Білінський 

Головний редактор - Новий Шлях 
Марко Левицький 

Редактор і видавець - Українські вісті 


Чи продавати, чи купувати, 
вуйко працюватиме для Вас! 


Nick Fedchyshyn 


UNCLE NICK 

YOUR FRIEND IN REAL ESTATE 
REALTOR ® 

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 


Email: unclenick@connect.ab.ca 
Direct: 780.951.2263 
Office: 780.994.9998 
Fax: 780.401.3445 


Web: 


BUY SMART | SELL SMART 
100% REALTOR REPRESENTATION 
1.5% COMMISSION 


sellerinvite.com 


MULTI LINGUAL 


SAT and SUN 


9PM! 


Ted Woloshyn 
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dinga BekBudova- ae 
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ABSunati2noon " “| 
BC Sun at 7am, Tues at 9am, Thur at ат 
Alberta КОНТАКТ — Sun at 11:30am 


Dr. Marko R Stech 
EYE on CULTURE 


WWW.KONTAKT.CA 


Studio@kontaki.ca 416.410.1155 1.800.KONTAKT 
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ФОТО -- ГАЛИНА ТЕРЕЩУК 


Вулиці Львоба заповнені сміттям 


Львів: зона екологічного 


лиха, безгосподарності чи 
політичних ігор? 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 


Львів'яни вдаються до перекриття вулиць 


з вимогою вивезти сміття із переповнених 
майданчиків. Водночас Львівська ( міськрада 
заявляє, що місто немає куди вивозити відходи. 
Бо більшість полігонів відмовляються приймати 
львівське сміття, мовляв, через тиск із боку 
центральних органів влади. Мерія | Львова 
звернулась до державної влади з ініціативою 
оголосити територію міста зоною надзвичайної 
ситуації. Але якщо держава піде на такий крок, то 
мер це розцінить неоднозначно. 

ІЗ червня сміття з окремих майданчиків 
перевізники вивозили. Одна третина - переповнена, 
а це понад 400 контейнерів. Є місця, звідки відходи 
не вивозять півтори місяці, а поруч - порожні ящики. 

«Питаю, а чого звідси не забрали, звідти забрали, 
а тут - ні. Є щурі, все, що хочеш. Вони втікають по 
підвалах, забігають у гаражі», - каже львів'янин 
Петро. 

Молодий чоловік Олег Жеребецький розповів, 
що півтори місяці з-під будинку, де він мешкає 
у Франківському районі Львова, не забирають 
сміття. Запах просто жахливий, багато мух, люди 
не відчиняють вікна, бо від сміттєвих контейнерів 
до будинку метрів 10. 

«Тхав на скутері, колесо лопнуло мені 1 я залетів 
у гараж, побив скутер. Від сміття щось вилетіло 1я 
не побачив, напоровся на щось гостре», - розповів 


Жеребецький. 
Начальник Львівського комунального 
підприємства / «Магістральне» Юрій  Спринь 


пояснює, що із 26 майданчиків сміття у цьому 
районі ще не вивезли з 9. 

«Немає куди вивозити сміття, місто і перевізник 
готові надати техніку, але закриті полігони. Черезте 
локально вибираємо місця і забираємо. На сьогодні 
розірвали угоду з попереднім перевізником. 
Стараємось із очищених майданчиків забирати 
сміття, щоб не захаращувати, бо знову трактор 
потрібен буде. До кінця тижня сподіваюсь 
очистимо район», - каже керівник підприємства. 

Львів'яни вже не вельми вірять обіцянкам 
чиновників міськради 1 їхнім підлеглим. У деяких 
районах мешканці вдаються до перекриття вулиць 
1 тоді відходи вивозять зі смітників навіть ще до 
початку акції. Громадський активіст Михайло 
Катрук закликав львів'ян збиратись і сміття на 
майданчиках складати у великі мішки, щоб воно 
не розносилось по всьому району. 

«Якщо громадяни організуються і поскладають 
сміття по великих пакетах, TO львівського 
комунальному підприємству буде легше його 
забрати 1 буде трішки акуратніше. Можна те 
сміття, яке є, поскладати і поставити акуратно 
біля смітників, розвішувати додатково великі 
мішки, щоб людина кидала сміття не на землю, а 
в пакет. Це, як мінімум, район зробить чистішим. 
Серед моїх колег є багато таких, які підтримали 
ініціативу», - говорить львів'янин. 

Тим часом міська комісія з питань техногенно- 
екологічної безпеки 1 надзвичайних ситуацій 
заявила про намір звернутись до керівників 
області, уряду, Ради нацбезпеки та оборони 
України, президента, голови Верховної Ради 


про оголошення Львова зоною надзвичайної 
екологічної ситуації. Бо 3 понад третини 
майданчиків сміття не вивозиться, перевізникам 
власники полігонів відмовляють у проханні 
приймати відходи. У цьому міський голова Львова 
Андрій Садовий звинувачує обласне керівництво, 
прем'єра і президента, які, мовляв, блокують 
вивезення сміття з міста. 

«Проста вимога, щоб «Самопоміч перейшла 
в підпорядкування олігархів. Всі члени комісії з 
надзвичайних ситуації підтримали пропозицію 
щодо звернення до уряду, Ради нацбезпеки та 
оборони стосовно оголошення у Львові зоною 
екологічної надзвичайної ситуації. Всі звернення 
вже надіслано. Банально нема куди вивозити 
сміття. Найбільша компанія «АВЕ», яка обслуговує 
третину ринку, заявила, що немає куди вивозити 
сміття», - заявив 12 червня Садовий. 

Втім, вже 13 червня львівський мер зазначив, якщо 
держава піде за сценарієм оголошення на території 
Львова зони надзвичайної екологічної ситуації, то це 
означатиме, що держава, тобто її керівники, мають 
«спеціальні плани щодо Львова». 

Неодноразово перші особи держави 
наголошували, що проблему зі сміттям міський 
голова Львова має вирішувати самостійно 1 
заперечують будь-який тиск у цьому питанні, 
вказуючи просто на безгосподарність міського 
голови Львова. Львівське сміття за рік переросло 
з міської проблеми у загальноукраїнську, бо його 
знаходять по всій Україні, це стало політичне 
питання і маніпулятивне. А політичну гру ведуть 
обидві сторони - «Самопоміч» і «Блок Петра 
Порошенка», каже експерт Олександр Антонюк. 

«Політична складова у цьому питанні не 
дозволяє ефективно вирішити проблему зі 
сміттям. Бо за вирішенням чи не вирішенням 
проблеми сміття стоять ті чи інші інтереси. 
Політичну війну заклав саме Андрій Садовий, 
а не уряд чи народні депутати. Нагадую, коли 
сталась пожежа наприкінці травня у Грибовичах, 
міського голови не було на місці, він, як лідер 
«Самопомочі», проводив з'їзд партії в Коблево і 
там питання Грибовицького сміттєзвалища не було 
у порядку денному. Безпідставно звинувачувати 
пропрезидентську силу, бо у 2015 році саме вона 
підіграла Садовому на виборах, бо не виставила 
свого серйозного кандидата йому в опоненти. 
Затягнути проблему зі сміттям у Львові спричинить 
втрату електорату для мера і соціальний вибух, 
але тут є ще небезпека екологічна і на це слід 
зважати», - вважає експерт. 

Сьогодні для Львова важливо вирішити питання 
з полігонами, щоб ті погодились приймати 
сміття, але за чіткої угоди, де б мав бути вказаний 
термін, коли буде збудовано сміттєпереробний чи 
сміттєспалювальний завод. У мерії обіцяють до 
кінця року завершити проектну документацію 1 
вже розпочати будівництво заводу на території 
ТЕЦ-2 у Львові. Наразі це лише обіцянки. 
Втім, що переможе у питанні сміття - здоровий 
глузд чи політична складова? Доки львів'яни 
почуватимуться заручниками політичних ігор? 
Ці питання без відповіді. Наразі людям важко 
зрозуміти, що відбувається у їхньому місті. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, June 22 - July 4, 22 червня - 4 липня, 2017 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 
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ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
* information, referral 
» translation and interpretation 
- assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Colonel Michael Blackburn, Reviewing Officer for the Transfer of Command Authority parade (right), hands 
the Canadian Joint Operations Command flag to Lieutenant Colonel Mark Lubiniecki, incoming Commander 
of Joint Task Force - Ukraine (left), during a ceremony at the International Peacekeeping and Security 
Centre in Starychi, Ukraine, on March 7, 2017. Photo : Joint Task Force - Ukraine 


Ottawa quietly eases restrictions on 
Canadian military mission in Ukraine 


By Lee Berthiaume, Zhe Canadian Press. 

The military has quietly expanded its footprint in 
Ukraine, giving commanders free rein to send their 
troops anywhere — except where they might run into 
Russian forces or separatist rebels. 

Canada first deployed about 200 troops to Ukraine 
in the summer of 2015 to help train government forces 
in their fight against Russian-backed separatists in the 
eastern part of the country. 

But the Canadians were required to stay in the west- 
ern half of Ukraine, far from the conflict that has con- 
tinued to rage over the intervening two years, leaving 
more than 10,000 people dead. 

Those restrictions were eased in March when the 
government extended the mission for another two 
years, the mission’s commander, Lt.-Col. Mark Lubi- 
niecki, said in an interview Wednesday. 

While Canadian troops are still required to stay 
away from the border with Russia and the fighting in 
eastern Ukraine, he said, the rest of the country is now 
fair game. 

The change, Lubiniecki added, has given welcome 
flexibility to the Canadian mission, which has so far 
trained nearly 4,500 Ukrainian troops, many of whom 
have since been sent into the conflict zone. 

The number of Canadian soldiers in Ukraine re- 
mains the same. 

Lubiniecki would not reveal how far his troops 
have to stay from the Russian border, except to say 
that it is far enough away to keep them safe and pre- 
vent anyone from misinterpreting they are in Ukraine. 

“We’re here to provide mentorship and training, 
we’re not here to be operating on the front line,” he 
said. “So, making sure we maintain that buffer is ex- 
tremely important for us.” 

The training mission is set to expire in 2019. 

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights released a report this week on the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, asserting that an end to the three- 
year-old war was nowhere to be seen. 


Fighting continues to erupt despite the existence of 
a ceasefire, while more than 1.6 million people have 
been forced to flee their homes and another 3 million 
are struggling to make ends meet. 

Canada’s presence in eastern Europe is actually 
set to expand over the next few months, as about 450 
troops arrive in Latvia to lead a NATO force that will 
serve as a check on Russian aggression. 

One of the concerns trumpeted by both Canadian 
and Latvian officials is that Russia, or at least pro- 
Russian agitators, will attempt to spread lies and false 
information about the mission there. 

But Lubiniecki said his troops in Ukraine have so far 
been spared from any such information attacks, saying: 
“T’m just not seeing it (on the ground) right now.” 

That applies to cyberattacks, as well. 

Moscow апа its separatist allies in eastern Ukraine 
aren’t the only threats that Kyiv is struggling to ad- 
dress: corruption is also one of several significant 
problems. 

The Ukrainian military and its defence sector have 
not been spared, as outlined in recent months by vari- 
ous media reports as well as investigations by NGOs 
such as Transparency International. 

Much of the concern has focused on whether 
Ukrainian government officials have been enriching 
themselves by skimming defence contracts or divert- 
ing equipment donated by countries like Canada. 

Transparency International released a report last 
month saying improvements have been made, but 
more needs to be done to ensure foreign donations get 
to the Ukrainian troops who actually need it. 

Canada has so far provided about $16-million in 
non-lethal equipment such as helmets, bulletproof 
vests and winter clothing to the Ukrainian military, 
and promised another $7.25-million by 2019. 

Lubiniecki said he has not seen any evidence of 
corruption during his time in the country, and that 
the Ukrainian soldiers his troops are training are well 
equipped and motivated. 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 - 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till4:00 — 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Canada to conduct Ukraine visa review 


Cont. from P. 1 


United Kingdom without a visa 
for up to 90 days during any 180- 
day period. It also applies to four 
Schengen Area countries that are 
not in the EU: Norway, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, and Switzerland 

Wrzesnewskyj added that 
Canada is ready to reinstate 
the Youth Mobility Agreement 
between Canada and Ukraine 
to allow young Ukrainians and 
young Canadians to travel to the 
respective countries and is wait- 
ing for the Ukrainian side. 

June 16 Wrzesnewskyj deliv- 
ered a statement on the floor of 
the House of Commons calling on 
the government to commence on a 
study on the removal of visitor visa 
restrictions on Ukrainian citizens 
and to reinstate the Youth Mobility 


Agreement between Canada and 
Ukraine. 

“Mr. Speaker, this week, the 
European Union introduced visa- 
free travel for citizens of Ukraine. 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko hailed this historic mile- 
stone, calling it ‘the fall of the 
paper curtain’ between Ukraine 
and the liberal democratic West, 
and Business Ukraine magazine 
referred to this day as “Ukraine’s 
Berlin Wall Moment.” 

“Since Ukraine’s Revolution 
of Dignity in 2014, walls and ob- 
stacles to Ukraine’s transition into 
a strong, consolidated western lib- 
eral democracy continue to fall. It 
is time for Canada to study the re- 
moval of visa restrictions between 
Canada and Ukraine, the last Soviet 
legacy dividing our two countries,” 
he said. 


To us, intelligent energy means leveraging clean and green technologies. 


Seizing new and innovative partnering-_opportunities. It means balancing a focus on growth 
with a commitment to excellence. Constructing and managing each facility throughout its 
lifecycle. And it means delivering — on time and on budget. 

As we look to the future, our vision remains: to create sustainable value for customers, 
shareholders and communities — and a greener future for our planet. 
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Справа Януковича про 
державну зраду: чи 
дійде до вироку? 


Яна Полянська, Євгенія Тюхтенко, Радіо Свобода 

Оболонський районний суд завершив підготовчі засідання у справі 
про державну зраду екс-президента Віктора Януковича, який втік 
до Росії, та підтримав обвинувальний акт військової прокуратури. 
Розгляд питання по суті розпочнеться 26 червня. Захист заявив, що 
задоволений тим, що суд не підтримав вимогу про заочне засідання. 
Прокуратура ж заявляє, що відповідного рішення ще немає. І в 
разі чого, обіцяє повторно клопотати про такий механізм. Заочне 
правосуддя, на думку сторони звинувачення, чи не єдина можливість 
покарати Януковича. 

«Суд постановив відмовити Генеральній 4 прокуратурі у 
застосуванні заочної процедури судового розгляду щодо Віктора 
Януковича. Захистом цілком це рішення підтримується», - оголосив 
один із адвокатів Віктора Януковича Віталій Сердюк за підсумками 
останнього підготовчого засідання. 

Проте прокуратура іншої думки: за рішенням суду це питання 
вирішуватимуть вже при розгляді справи по суті. Та якщо 
обвинувачений Янукович не приїде до зали суду 26 червня - сторона 
обвинувачення наполягатиме на призначенні заочного механізму, 
сказав прокурор Головної військової прокуратури Руслан Кравченко. 
Адвокати відповіли, що також зацікавлені, аби підозрюваний вийшов 
на зв'язок під час наступного засідання. 

Заочне правосуддя активно лобіював генеральний прокурор Юрій 
Луценко і президент Петро Порошенко як механізм, що дозволить 
покарати винних із оточення Януковича, які втекли з України. 

Захист Януковича намагався будь-що запобігти розгляду 
кримінального провадження по суті. Своєї стратегії адвокати не 
змінювали і вкотре закликали український суд звернутись до МЗС 
Росії в рамках міжнародної правової допомоги. Колегія суддів 
відповіла, що екс-президента, власне, і звинувачують у підігруванні 
російській агресії. Йдеться про листи Януковича до російського 
президента Владіміра Путіна i Ради федерації Росії з закликом 
ввести війська в Україну. 

Ще один аргумент адвокатів Януковича - мовляв, повістку в 
руки йому досі не вручили. А приїхати до України та свідчити 
колишній президент не може, хоч і хоче - перебувати в Києві для 
нього небезпечно. Тож захист просив допитати свідків з числа 
охорони колишнього президента, які «бачили, як відбувався замах 
на Януковича» напередодні його втечі до Ростова. 

Прокурори запевняли, що організували би для екс-президента 
супровід, якби той приїхав на батьківщину свідчити. Проте 
адвокат Сердюк заявив, що смерть Олега Нетребка (підозрюваного 
в організації нападу на депутата Тетяну Чорновол) в ізоляторі 
тимчасового утримання та екс-депутата Держдуми Росії Дениса 
Вороненкова у центрі Києва свідчать: Україна не здатна «гарантувати 
безпеку підозрюваним». 

Генеральна прокуратура України не дуже готова працювати у 
процесах, які широко висвітлюються, вважає директор Центру 
демократії та верховенства права Тарас Шевченко. 

«Ви самі уявляєте, щоби справа слухалась у суді, і Янукович 
програв?», - сказав Шеченко. 

Не можна оцінювати перспективи цього процесу лише з юридичної 
логіки, якісна доказова база - ще не гарантія вироку в реаліях 
українського судочинства, каже адвокат Віталій Титич. 

«Оцінювати просто як юрист ці перспективи - це просто себе не 
поважати. Буде так, як складеться домовленість між авторами цього 
шоу», - каже Титич. 

На думку Титича, Луценко та Янукович грають у своєрідну гру: 
колишній президент із неї отримує дуже примарні шанси на вирок, а 
генеральний прокурор - піар на резонансній справі. 

Та якщо Віктор Янукович вкотре не з'явиться у судовій залі, немає 
правових перепон у тому, щоби перейти до заочного розгляду, вважає 
адвокат Валентина Теличенко. 

«Його вигадки про загрози йому, про небезпеку в Україні - лише 
вигадки. Якби він приїхав в Україну, не злякався, я переконана, було 
би зроблене усе можливе, щоби його не вбили. Тому немає чим 
прикриватись», - каже вона. 

Хоч підозру йому не вручили в руки, утім, йому було про неї 
повідомлено кількома шляхами - публікацією на сайті суду, листами за 
усіма відомими адресами прописки і проживання, говорить адвокат. 

Зрештою, якщо ж справа рухатиметься так, як її бачить сторона 
обвинувачення, і Януковичу врешті оголосять вирок - захист матиме 
право на апеляційне та касаційне оскарження, каже Теличенко. 

«Якщо ви хочете спитати, чи буде Януковича взято під варту - ми 
можемо лише гадати. Якщо зміниться геополітична ситуація, або ж 
він виїде з Російської Федерації, то шанси, що він потрапить до рук 
українського правосуддя або ж української пенітенціарної служби 
досить високі», - додала адвокат. 

Віктора Януковича звинувачують у скоєнні злочинів, передбачених 
частиною 5 статті 27 (йдеться про посібника як одну з категорій 
співучасників злочину), частиною 3 статті 110 (посягання на 
територіальну цілісність і недоторканність України, що призвело до 
загибелі людей або інших тяжких наслідків; передбачає позбавлення 
волі на термін від 7 до 12 років), частиною 1 статті 111 (державна 
зрада, передбачає позбавлення волі на термін від 10 до 15 років), 
частиною 2 статті 437 (ведення агресивної війни або агресивних 
воєнних дій, передбачає позбавлення волі на термін від 10 до 15 
років) Кримінального кодексу України. 

Тим часом зі СПА надійшли вкрадені «режимом Януковича» 
півмільйона доларів, які незаконно вивів з України Мін'юст часів 
Віктора Януковича. Вони вже надійшли на рахунок українського 
Міністерства юстиції. 
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Нинішні та попередні члени Проводу та працівники СКУ під час відзнайення 50-ліття СКУ у Торонті 


26 лютого, 2017. 


До 50-ліття Світового 
Конгресу Вільних Українців 


Аскольд Лозинський 

Відкриваючи Перший Конгрес СКВУ в Ню Йор- 

ку у 1967р., отець-прелат Василь Кушнір, пізніше 
обраний перший Президент СКВУ, сказав такі 
слова: 
«У розбудженій духовості i совісті вільного 
українця Світовий Конгрес Вільних Українців ста- 
вить програму: Україна мусить бути українською; 
найніжніші струни наших почуттів мусять бути 
українськими; молода українська генерація му- 
сить бути українською; Україні ми мусимо при- 
готувати майбутнє радісніше і гідніше, ніж усі її 
дотеперішні найсвітліші історичні дні...Скликання 
Першого Світового Конгресу Вільних Українців 
- це великий початок великої справи. Українці 
вільного світу остаточно вирівняли між собою всі 
гори 1 доли, які їх ділили, але ніколи до кінця не 
розділили. І тому сьогодні дякуємо Господові 3 
глибини нашої душі, що дозволив нам бути учас- 
никами цього історичного Світового Конгресу 
Вільних Українців." 

Фактично, непогано схопили суть CKBY i 
радянські пропагандисти. Ось уривок про засну- 
вання СКВУ з брошури «А галасу було», виданої в 
1974 році відомим своїми пасквілями Товариством 
» Україна": 

«Протягом багатьох років тривала дискусія 
між націоналістичними угрупуваннями: скли- 
кати чи не скликати конгрес? Нарешті певні 
вирішальні кола, які жадали посилення Холодної 
війни, натиснули на своїх пахолків в українському 
націоналістичному середовищі, i конгрес був при- 
значений на 12-19 листопада 1967 року. Хоча 
на конгресі й обговорювалося про людське око 
питання, як зберегти українську ідентичність, 
Ta головною його метою було посилення 
антирадянської кампанії. На конгресі крім лідерів 
націоналістичних угрупувань, виступали з про- 
мовами представники американської реакції, на їх 
адресу надходили телеграми від ярих реакціонерів 
з різних капіталістичних країн. Усі українські 
націоналісти в унісон горланили антирадянщину, 
але у певних питаннях, особливо внутрішньо- 
організаційних, доходило до гострих сутичок». 

Проте в передмові до цього зазначено: 

«Незважаючи на внутрішні чвари, притаманні 
націоналістичному емігрантському середовищу, 
організації націоналістів завжди єдині, коли висту- 
пають проти Радянського Союзу». 

Намір був єдиний — об'єднати i скріпити сили 
для визволення Батьківщини. На рідних землях 
на СКВУ дивились українські патріоти як на сво- 
го представника. У грудні 1979 року появилося 
Звернення Українського Національно Визвольного 
Руху в справі Української Самостійности, де сказа- 
но: 

«Звертаємось до Генерального секретаріату 
ООН та урядів суверенних держав-учасників ООН 
із закликом включити українське питання в по- 
рядок денний нарад наступної сесії Генеральної 
Асамблеї ООН та вжити всіх заходів для при- 
скорення звільнення України від російської 
окупації. Задля успішної реалізації поставле- 


них у цьому документі проблем, за межами т.зв. 
СРСР Україна має велику діаспору з широкою 
мережею політичних організацій, що об'єднані у 
всесвітню централю - - Світовий Конгрес Вільних 
Українців. Задля успішної реалізації поставлених 
у цьому документі проблем, ми, представники 
Українського Національно Визвольного Руху, що 
нижче підписалися, уповноважуємо президента 
СКВУ здійснювати весь комплекс дипломатичної 
та іншої праці, потрібної для виходу України з т. 
зв. СРСР 1 створення самостійної української дер- 
жави». 5 

Підписали звернення 18 українських патріотів, 

серед яких Левко Лук'яненко, Микола Руденко, 
Олекса Тихий, Юрій Шухевич та інші 
Пройшло 50 років. СКВУ зробив багато для того, 
щоби Україна 24 серпня 1991р. проголосила 
незалежність. З розпадом СРСР відкрилися нові 
горизонти співпраці не тільки з Україною, але з. 
новою діаспорою. 
Сьогодні Світовий Конгрес Українців (СКВУ 
змінив назву на Конгресі в Торонто 1993p.)-- це 
об'єднання 20 мільйонів українців, які прожива- 
ють поза Україною і почувають себе українцями, 
а не тільки громадянами чи просто мешканцями 
тих країн, де вони знаходяться. Чи потрібне таке 
об'єднання надалі? Адже ж Україна незалежна. 
Остання чверть століття мабуть показала дуже 
виразно, що СКУ потрібний не менше, ніж у ми- 
нулому. 

Бо «в єдності сила народу»- це не просто фраза. 
Ця єдність проявляється ідеологічно і практично. 
Націоналістична основа, тобто жертвенна праця 
на добро свого народу, це фундамент. СКУ існує 
i працює для того, щоби українці по цілому світу 
могли взаємно себе інформувати та допомагати. 
Це перше завдання. Друге завдання - це нести до- 
помогу братам і сестрам на рідних землях та допо- 
магати скріплювати суверенітет та демократичні 
процеси в Україні. 

Інколи задля, здавалося, кращого виконання 
другого завдання ми забуваємо про перше. При 
такій настанові ми робимо дві помилки. По-перше, 
українці поза Україною так само заслуговують на 
нашу увагу як і ті, що в Україні. До речі, багато 
з них (наприклад українці у Росії) проживають у 
далеко важчих економічних, тим більше культур- 
них умовах, ніж ті, що проживають в Україні. Збе- 
реження культурної, мовної ідентичності навіть 
у розвинених демократичних країнах проживан- 
ня вимагає неабияких зусиль. А по-друге, слабка 
діаспора не здатна на велику допомогу Україні. 

Отже, майбутнє перед нами постає з великими 
викликами. Міграційні потоки, а тим більше нові 
можливості комунікації, вказують на динаміку 
майбутнього. Росія як географічний сусід України 
та хронічний агресор вказує на потребу динаміки 
політичних, економічних та культурних процесів 
в Україні та країнах нашого поселення. 

Життя людини, а також життя нації - це постійне 
змагання. До цього змагання СКУ мусить завжди 
бути готовим. Спокійне існування не є у нашій 
перспективі. Многая літа, СКУ! 
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 


shakes hands with U.S. President Donald Trump in Washington, June 20. 


WRG 


М 


~ 


IS 


Poroshenko pushes Trump for support 


By Mike Eckel 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has extolled his country’s commitment to democracy 
and ongoing reforms as he pushed U.S. President 
Donald Trump for support in a meeting hailed by Kyiv 
but downplayed by the U.S. administration. 

Poroshenko’s first meeting with Trump came be- 
fore Trump’s expected first encounter with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin during the G20 summit in 
Germany next month — a feat celebrated in Ukraine, 
which is fighting Russia-backed separatists in its east. 

But the low-key nature of the meetings in the U.S. 
capital on June 20 signaled that the White House was 
wary of angering the Kremlin. 

“That’s a great honor and a great pleasure to be to be 
together with you, dear Mr. President, one of the most 
reliable supporter and strategic partner for Ukraine,” 
Poroshenko told Trump in the Oval Office. 

“We are really fighting to bring freedom and dem- 
ocracy. And with a very strong support in the security 
and defense sector, support of our reforms, support of 
my 45 million nation, of the country who is the big- 
gest in the European continent, and I am absolutely 
confident that Ukraine is a story of success,” he said. 
“And I am proud to have you, Mr. President, and the 
United States as a co-sponsor of this story of success.” 

Trump, in his brief remarks before reporters, praised 
the tenor of their talks. 

“We've had some very, very good discussions. It’s 
going to continue throughout the day and I think a lot 
of progress has been made. It’s a great honor to have 
you, Mr. President,” he said. 

A brief White House statement released after the 
meeting said the two discussed “support for the peace- 
ful resolution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine and 
President Poroshenko’s reform agenda and anticor- 
ruption efforts.” 

On the eve of the White House visit, Poroshenko 
specifically pointed to the fact that he had met the U.S. 
leader before Putin did, calling it “very important.” 

The White House, however, described the events 
ahead of time more modestly, saying Trump would 
be meeting with his national security adviser “with a 
drop-in by Vice President Mike Pence and President 
Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine.” 


Poroshenko says 
defense deals with 
U.S. to be signed soon 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has said that representatives from U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump’s administration have agreed to visit Kyiv 
“in the near future” and will sign “very important” de- 
fense agreements. 

Speaking after talks at the Pentagon in Washing- 
ton, D.C., on June 21, Poroshenko said U.S. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and Vice President Mike Pence 
told him that the visit to Kyiv by key members of the 
Trump administration would take place during the 
next two to three months. 

“Very important agreements will be signed, includ- 
ing agreements on defense cooperation, including an 
agreement on defense procurement, and an agreement 
on military-technical cooperation,” Poroshenko said. 


Poroshenko did get a boost from the U.S. Treasury 
Department, which announced new sanctions against 
dozens of separatist fighters, leaders, and their allies, 
who have been fighting Ukrainian forces in the eastern 
Donbas region for more than three years. 

Prominent on the list of those targeted was a Russian 
named Dmitry Utkin, who is believed to be the head of 
an unregistered, private military-contracting agency that 
has recruited soldiers fighting in eastern Ukraine. 

Also included was a company linked to Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, a St. Petersburg businessman who has pro- 
vided catering to the Kremlin. He was targeted by the 
Treasury Department last year. 

Among the subjects Poroshenko was expected to 
raise with U.S. officials was the need to maintain the 
U.S. economic sanctions imposed on top Russian gov- 
ernment officials after Russia annexed Ukraine’s Cri- 
mean Peninsula in 2014. 

Trump, and some close allies, have suggested 
sanctions could be eased as part of a larger deal with 
Moscow. Asked by reporters about that after the meet- 
ing with Poroshenko, White House spokesman Sean 
Spicer appeared to endorse the existing sanctions. 

“J mean obviously that’s part of the reason there are 
sanctions is because until...[the Russians] are out of 
eastern Ukraine we are going to continue to have sanc- 
tions on Russia and we believe that is part of Ukraine 
and so therefore until those...those sanctions will re- 
main,” Spicer said. “It was something that obviously 
came up in discussions with the [Ukrainian] president 
today. We will continue to advocate for them.” 

Poroshenko was also expected to hold talks with of- 
ficials from the U.S. State, Defense, Commerce, and 
Energy departments. 

The Ukrainian leader has been angling for a meet- 
ing with Trump since before Trump took office in 
January. 

Polls have shown Poroshenko’s popularity falling 
dramatically since he was elected in 2014, with many 
Ukrainians skeptical of his ability to combat Russian 
aggression and bring an end to the war. Many Ukrain- 
ians are disillusioned with unfulfilled promises to root 
out the country’s notoriously entrenched corruption. 

Securing any meeting at all would have played 
well with many Ukrainians, but a direct meeting with 
Trump, before Putin had the chance to meet with 
Trump, may help shore up some support from outside 
his core supporters. 

During his visit, Poroshenko hailed the U.S. Sen- 
ate’s recent decision to introduce new sanctions 
against Russia, saying that measures were a civilized 
mechanism “to force the aggressor to get away from 
Ukraine” and withdraw troops and equipment. 

The U.S. Senate hask voted overwhelmingly for the 
sanctions aimed at punishing Russia for meddling in 
the 2016 U.S. election and to force Trump to get Con- 
gress’s approval before easing any existing sanctions. 

The sanctions legislation still must be approved by 
the House of Representatives. A vote is not yet sched- 
uled. 

Poroshenko’s visit comes as the conflict between 
Ukrainian armed forces and the Russia-backed sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine is reportedly intensifying 
despite a peace deal known as the Minsk accord. 

The Minsk peace agreement, brokered by France and 
Germany and signed by Russia and Ukraine in Febru- 
ary 2015, calls for a cease-fire, the withdrawal of heavy 
weapons from the front lines, and constitutional reforms 
to give eastern Ukraine more autonomy. 
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It seems like yesterday when, as a 
brash young journalist, 30 years old, 
and five years after University, I took 
over the reins of Ukrainian News as 
Editor-in-Chief, іп a bold ехрегі- 
ment to revitalize the paper. But it 
was October, 1982 — 35 years ago. 

Much has changed since then. 
Initially the publication organ of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Edmonton, Ukrainian News was 
transformed five years later into an 
independent newspaper, published 
under a new company І had іпсог- 
porated. 

This too was a bold experiment, 
designed to meet the challenges of 
a new era — an era when English- 
language readers outnumbered 
Ukrainian-language ones. This 
also required a change in editorial 
direction. A primarily Ukrainian- 
language community newspaper is 
adapted to a readership for whom 
Ukrainian is their principal Іап- 
guage of communication — gener- 
ally immigrants. Thus, it covers 
quite a general scope of news and 
features, much in the way a main- 
stream newspaper would do, but it 
does so in the language its readers 
best understand — Ukrainian. A pri- 
marily English-language Ukrainian 
community newspaper is aimed at 
readers who were already born in 
Canada, and for whom English has 
become the principal language of 
communication. Thus, it makes no 
sense to duplicate news that people 
can get in a mainstream newspaper, 
but instead focus on a specific niche 
directly related to its readership — 
community news, cultural heritage, 
news from Ukraine and so on. 

So, a new direction had to be de- 
veloped — one which focussed on 
news and features that were specif- 
ically relevant to our community. 
Another critical dimension was the 
advocacy role of a Ukrainian com- 
munity newspaper in Canada. It 
had to address the issues relevant 
to our community and present them 
to people outside the community — 
decision-makers in particular. This 
advocacy role is especially import- 
ant today as we have to battle a 
very insidious and dangerous cam- 
paign of fake news and propaganda 
waged by fascist Russia. 


To the best of my ability, Ukrain- 
ian News has striven to fulfill such 
an objective. How successful we 
were, only our readers can judge. 
We have, however, managed to 
keep this publication operating 
solely on the basis of revenue gen- 
erated by the publication itself for 
30 years. And this is due to the 
tremendous support we have re- 
ceived from our community — our 
readers and our advertisers. We are 
very grateful for this. And as this 
deserves much more detail we will 
address this in a special article in 
the next issue of Ukranian News 
(which will also be the last as an 
independent publication). 

But first, we must point out, that 
— as an independent publication, 
Ukrainian News is vulnerable. Un- 
like other Ukrainian community 
newspapers in Canada, which have 
the institutional support of large 
organizations with considerable 
assets, Ukrainian News can operate 
only as long as the publisher is able 
to carry on. And, having turned 65 
in February, I have to look to the 
future. There have been family-run 
independent Ukrainian newspapers 
in Canada throughout our 125- 
year history of settlement in this 
country — among them Toronto’s 
ИЇ пе slovo (Free Word) and, most 
notably, Winnipeg’s Kanadyiskyi 
farmer (Canadian Farmer). In both 
cases, once the original publishers 
passed on, their descendants had no 
interest in continuing the publica- 
tions, and they were simply swal- 
lowed up by other newspapers who 
took over their subscription lists. 

I did not want this to be the fate 
of Ukrainian News, which has a 
long and proud history that dates 
back to 1928 (under the name West- 
ern News) and 1929 as Ukrainian 
News, and a record of excellence 
that was nurtured by all the highly- 
professional, and highly-respected 
editors that preceded me. That is 
why I have negotiated this merger 
with the New Pathway. 

And the critical word here is mer- 
ger. It is a union of two newspapers, 
both equal, both with a very proud 
history, and thus serve as a con- 
tinuation of the tradition of both. 
This new newspaper will bear the 
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Why we are merging, and what it means for you 


From the 
Editor 


names of both New Pathway and 
Ukrainian News and will combine 
the readership of both newspapers 
to form a truly national Ukrainian 
Canadian community publication. 
And with the institutional support 
that New Pathway has from the 
Ukrainian National Federation, this 
new newspaper will have a solid 
foundation to develop and even ex- 
pand into such new avenues as the 
online publication — something I 
alone, would never be able to do. 


While I am relinquishing the 
business end of this newspaper, I 
am not retiring as a journalist. I will 
continue as the Western representa- 
tive of this new newspaper and its 
English-language and National 
Affairs Editor, while at the same 
time, looking for younger people 
as candidates, to eventually take 
over editorial and representative 
responsibilities. I am also look- 
ing for potential candidates from 
Western Canada who would be 
interested to serve on the Board of 
Directors of this new publication as 
this new newspaper is committed 
to being truly national. This is es- 
pecially crucial because while this 
new newspaper will be geographic- 
ally based in Toronto, it will have 
a very strong readership base from 
Western Canada. 

New Pathway-Ukrainian News is 
scheduled to publish its first issue 
during the week of August 21, in 
time to celebrate the 26" anniver- 
sary of Ukraine’s independence. It 
will be followed up with another 
issue dedicated to Ukrainian Herit- 
age Day which is now celebrated 
in several provinces across Canada. 
One major step forward will be an 
increase in frequency of publication. 
Whereas Ukrainian News is now 
published every two weeks, the new 
newspaper will be published weekly. 
The number of issues per year will 
increase from 24 to 48. 

What does this mean for sub- 


scribers? At a minimum, all current 
Ukrainian News subscriber will 
receive the number of issues they 
have prepaid their subscriptions 
for. In other words, if you have a 
two-year subscription (which is 48 
issues) you will receive whatever 
number of issues you have com- 
ing to you as of July 5, 2017. There 
may be a possibility that you will 
be getting your paper up to the date 
you have on your label. This may 
apply especially to those whose 
subscriptions are coming soon. The 
final decision on that, however, re- 
mains with the Board of Directors 
of the new newspaper after they 
had a chance to fully examine the 
most up-to-date subscription list of 
Ukrainian News. As for those read- 
ers who currently get both New 
Pathway and Ukrainian News, 
their subscriptions will be pro-rat- 
ed accordingly. 

As І will continue to work as а 
journalist, I will also do my best to 
help ensure that the quality of news 
coverage our readers have come to 
expect from Ukrainian News will 
continue. Because what has al- 
lowed Ukrainian News to survive 
as an independent newspaper was 
the support of our readers, our ad- 
vertisers, and our community as a 
whole. As this acknowledgement 
serves a separate article altogether, 
I will address this in the next issue 
of Ukrainian News. 

Marco Levytsky 


Canada — a nation not afraid 
to recognize past misdeeds 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

It’s a small case in a big hall. І have no idea ої how 
many people will pause beside it but millions of vis- 
itors will eventually tour through the Canadian His- 
tory Hall. The first guests entering this newly-renovat- 
ed space within the Canadian Museum of History will 
arrive on | July 2017, Canada Day, the 150th birthday 
of our country. Odds are more than a few will stop 
where I did. That’s good. 

Canada’s history has generally been righteous even 
if what awaits a passer-by in this particular case may 
seem to suggest otherwise. Its contents recall how 
thousands of Ukrainians and other Europeans were 
branded as “enemy aliens” during Canada’s first na- 
tional internment operations of 1914-1920. Needlessly 
imprisoned, with what little wealth they had confis- 
cated, they were forced to do heavy labour for the 
profit of their jailers, disenfranchised, and subjected to 
other state-sanctioned indignities - not because of any 
wrong they had done but only because of who they 
were, where they had come from. 

These internment operations were all but forgotten 
until 1978, when, fatefully, I spoke with Nick Sakaliuk, 
a Ukrainian immigrant from Bukovina who had been 
a prisoner in Kingston’s Fort Henry, then at camps in 
Petawawa and Kapuskasing. In the late 1980s I met 
another victim, Mary Manko Haskett, a Montreal-born 
Ukrainian who, along with the rest of her family, was 
transported into the wilderness of Quebec’s Abitibi 
region. Her sister Nellie died at the Spirit Lake intern- 
ment camp, her final resting place still uncertain. 

Survivors like Mary and Nick wanted their stories 
remembered. Naively, I expected that would be simply 
achieved. But it took over 2 decades for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association, spearheading 
the campaign for recognition and symbolic redress, to 
secure an official acknowledgement - even though we 
never asked for an apology or compensation, resolute- 
ly following Mary’s prescript that our efforts should be 
“about memory, not money.” 

Finally, in 2008, the Canadian First World War In- 
ternment Recognition Fund (www.internmentcanada. 
ca) was created with a mandate to support commem- 
orative and educational projects reminding Canadians 
of why we must all remain vigilant in defence of hu- 
man rights and civil liberties, particularly in periods of 
domestic or international crisis. 

The internment exhibit in the Canadian History Hall 


is one of that Fund’s legacy projects. As I stood there 
I recalled a text I found years ago while sleuthing 
through microfilm copies of The Daily British Whig. 
On 7 September 1917 an unknown editor, challen- 
ging the Wartime Elections Act that stripped voting 
rights from tens of thousands of “enemy aliens” while 
enfranchising women, wrote presciently: “It is quite 
probable that if this proposal becomes law the alleged 
‘foreigners’ and hitherto ‘naturalized’ Canadians will 
bear their reproach meekly, but they will have sown 
in their hearts the seeds of a bitterness that can never 
be extirpated. The man whose honour has been mis- 
trusted, and who has been singled out for a national 
humiliation, will remember it and sooner or later, it 
will have to be atoned for.” One hundred years later I 
think we have arrived at that time for atonement. 

We got here in good company. I cannot list every- 
one who helped us tell the internees’ stories but will 
select two. There is my friend, Inky Mark, a Chinese 
Canadian parliamentarian from Dauphin, Manitoba. 
He understood what we were doing, and why, be- 
cause his family once suffered the insult of the racist 
Head Tax. Inky’s private member’s bill, C-331: The 
Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act, obliged the fed- 
eral government to redress an historical injustice, 
despite the rearguard artifices of many a bigoted 
bureaucrat. Years later the very Fund his work created 
would help support the archaeological “dig? of Sarah 
Beaulieu, a PhD candidate at Simon Fraser Univer- 
sity. Sarah would unearth two artefacts from the Mor- 
rissey internment site in British Columbia, exposing 
them again to the light of day, for you to see. One is 
a homemade shovel used by internees unsuccessfully 
attempting to tunnel their way out of captivity, evi- 
dence enough of how determined and desperate these 
men were to escape. The other is an even more tell- 
ing relic, a small cross, made of barbed wire. We will 
never know who fashioned it but certainly he was a 
man of faith. Finding this Christian symbol of hope 
and atonement in this marvellous hall of things past 
I was reminded of how Canada is a better place for 
being a country where even the tragic stories of Mary 
and Nick are told, people just like you and me. So as І 
walked away I was smiling at the thought that there’s 


just no place like home. Happy birthday Canada. 


Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political geography 
at The Royal Military College of Canada 
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What did Ukraine get from 


Poroshenko’s Washington visit 


By Timothy Ash, Kyiv Post, June 21, 2017 

Having let the dust settle on an eventful June 20 in 
Washington, D.C., I thought it useful to reflect on my 
own views over what actually happened and the sig- 
nificance — for Russia-U.S. relations, and I guess U.S. 
politics and also Ukraine. 

I think it is fair to say that what we did see was a fair- 
ly well choreographed bit of theatre being played out, 
with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko invited to 
the White House, dropping in on U.S. President Don- 
ald J. Trump, and also taken along by Vice President 
Mike Pence to the National Security Council to H.R. 
McMasters and his team just at the same time as the 
U.S. Treasury announced a new sanctions iteration on 
Russia. Happy faces all around. 

And all this came on the day when the Russian 
sovereign came to market with new 10-year and 
30-year Eurobonds, so the optics were that the new 
sanctions iteration would not be particularly helpful 
to Moscow in the context of its international capital 
markets activity. 

The messaging from the Trump administration was 
hence that it is still tough on Russia, just taking on the 
baton therein from the Barack Obama administration, 
and yet supportive of Ukraine. 

It might be argued that all the above was aimed at 
pulling the attack dogs off Trump with his own dif- 
ficulties around Russiagate/Flynngate/Comeygate, et 
al. — by Trump finally showing his Russia mettle. 

Actually my read herein is a bit different. 

Sure the above could play better for Trump in do- 
mestic politics - and buy him some political space 
therein. 

But my read is the more important strategy on June 
20 was not to further isolate Russia, but actually to 
keep doors ajar with Russia, and flexibility for nego- 
tiation. 

And therein the key motive for events in D.C., at 
least from the Trump administration perspective. The 
aim was to head off ongoing efforts by Congress to 
tighten and codify Russia sanctions. 

I think the view in the Trump administration is that 
the codification of sanctions would actually weaken 
their hands in negotiations with Moscow in trying 
to reach some kind of settlement over Ukraine, as it 
would make rewarding Russia for progress/conces- 
sions therein almost impossible to deliver. 

Sanctions on Russia would become fixed/institu- 
tionalized and terribly difficult to remove. 

In effect it would fix the current poor state of Russia- 
U.S. relations likely for years, if not decades, and send 
a very aggressive and negative message to Moscow, 

just as the Putin regime, and others, are struggling to 
understand (and deal with) the new Trump administra- 
tion. It might also risk escalation from Russia against 
the US on many fronts, including in Ukraine. 

So I think what we actually saw yesterday was an 
attempt to demonstrate to U.S. Congressional hawks 
that the Trump administration is sufficiently tough on 
Russia and also supportive of Ukraine, and hence a 
plea to cut the administration some slack over Russia/ 
Ukraine, by backing down over the move to codify 
sanctions. 

. This was the key mission from the Trump adminis- 
tration through events on June 20. 

Some (including the Ukrainians) will welcome the 
sanctions announced on June 20 from the U.S. Treas- 
ury. 

But the reality is these hardly represented a 
“tightening” of sanctions, but were more “mainten- 
ance” sanctions, trying to ensure the effectiveness of 
existing sanctions in place. 

A few more individuals and corporates were added, 
but the impact of these will be pretty peripheral on the 
Russian economy — more sectors/assets classes were 
not sanctioned, so this was not really a deepening, 
tightening or extension of sanctions. 

And I think here the administration was eager to 
signal that to Moscow. 

This was meant to be a difficult balancing act of do- 
ing something, or enough, on the sanctions front to en- 
courage the U.S. Congress to back away from codify- 
ing sanctions but not enough to cause further tensions 
in relations with Russia. 

Г am not sure it achieved its aim with Congress, but 
surely will have assured Moscow - If they understand 
the political predicament that the Trump administra- 
tion now finds itself with the risks from the codifica- 
tion of sanctions. 

And remember here that Congress has only moved 
to codify sanctions as it does not really trust the Trump 
administration over Russia/Ukraine policy. Let’s see 
if Congress enjoyed the performance on June 20 from 


Trump, Pence, McMasters — with the supporting cast 
of Poroshenko, et al. І have my doubts whether U.S. 
Sen. John McCain and others will buy this one. But 
let’s see. 

And I am not sure that Poroshenko was aware of the 
supporting role he was playing on June 20 in trying 
to head off the codification of sanctions. He seemed 
happy to get to shake Trump’s hand, putting one over 
Putin from a PR perspective, in advance of the slated 
Trump-Putin meeting set for Germany next month. 

The Ukrainian angle is that they got some quality 
time with the Trump team, and were able to impress 
on them their case, over that of Putin — and repair 
some of the damage done by the Poroshenko admin- 
istration’s strong backing of Hillary Rodham Clinton 
against Donald Trump in the U.S. election campaign. 

I am not sure what else Poroshenko got from his 
long-haul journey for a drop-in visit to the White 
House — no discussion even of the U.S. administra- 
tion arming the Ukrainians and he had to endure 
Trump’s lack of attention to detail in his characteriza- 
tion of Ukraine as “the Ukraine,” which will always 
grate with the Ukrainian side (maybe someone in the 
Trump administration should lend the POTUS a copy 
of Timothy Snyder’s book “Bloodlands” as introduc- 
tory reading on Ukraine). 

Poroshenko did have some time with Christine 
LaGarde, managing director from the International 
Monetary Fund, and I wonder therein if we might see 
some softening in the International Monetary Fund 
position over pension reform, land reform, et al. and 
other structural reform benchmarks required for the 
release of the next loan tranche. 

Personally I cannot see the current pension reform 
draft of hiking pensions this year, but then only deliv- 
ering parametric reform after the next elections (2020) 
as being particularly convincing, while land reform 
looks more likely to be logjammed in the Rada. 

And as is now the joke in Kyiv, the anti-corruption 
agenda is more like sports fishing with individuals 
suspected of wrongdoing arrested, but then all too 
quickly released. No one seems to go to jail in Ukraine 
for corruption, which still raises credibility issues in 
the minds of the general population as to the serious- 
ness of the process. 

But a willingness of the Ukrainian side to again sit 
down with Russia, brokered by the Tillerson, et al. 
might just be enough to get the IMF to look the other 
way for the next review. 

I guess it could be argued that the codification 
of sanctions on Russia might not be that great for 
Ukraine, if it means a hardening of the Russian pos- 
ition, and potential for re-escalation in Donbas, et al. 

The Trump team would argue that by stalling on the 
codification of sanctions, this leaves the way open for 
a new Set of negotiations to resolve the Donbas issue. 

And therein there has been talk of the U.S. getting 
involved, in a resurrection of the Victoria Nuland- 
Vladislav Surkov process, and perhaps mediating 
some kind of Russia-Ukraine deal, beyond the scope 
of the current Minsk process. 

The Europeans might not like that given they spent 
such long nights in Minsk, on the Minsk process, but 
the reality is that from a Russian and Ukrainian per- 
spective (and most neutral observers), the Minsk pro- 
cess is not working. 

And both now seem to favor US involvement/brok- 
ering some kind of deal. 

I actually think that any such deal will be devil- 
ishly difficult to do — as long as Putin continues to de- 
mand strategic dominance over Ukraine, and bringing 
Ukraine back under Russia’s sphere of influence. 

That is a no-go for any Ukrainian politician. 

I think Poroshenko knows that but likely will go 
through the motions with the Trump administration to 
try and cut a deal with Russia, just to keep Western 
support, but ultimately knowing that a deal simply 
cannot be done at this juncture which can be sold back 
in Ukraine — unless Putin walks away from his stra- 
tegic game plan towards Ukraine, and accepts that he 
has lost Ukraine forever. 

Finally, on Russia, I think the key thing to watch 
for the next few weeks are oil prices and whether 
Congress buys the Trump act and steps back from the 
codification of sanctions. 

If they do not and sanctions are codified I think this 
will be a major long-term negative for Russia, ensur- 
ing the continuation of the stagnation/decline of the 
Russian economy under Putin, and I guess also rais- 
ing the prospect of continued competition/conflict 
with the U.S., and hence heightened geopolitical risks 
around Russia which likely will just deter investment 
and promote further capital flight out of Russia. 


U.S. official: Russian 


о | hackers targeted election 


systems in 21 states 


(RFE/RL)—A USS. official said Russian government-linked hackers 
targeted election systems in at least 21 U.S. states during the 2016 presi- 
dential election campaign, the first time the U.S. government has publicly 
identified the scope of the Russian effort. 

Jeanette Manfra, a top cyberofficial at the Department of Homeland 
Security, made the statement alongside other U.S. administration officials 
testifying before a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing June 21. 

The hearing focused on the U.S. intelligence community’s conclusion 
that Russia engaged in a sustained computer hacking and public-opinion 
manipulation campaign ahead of the November 8 presidential vote. 

Meanwhile, the man who headed the Department of Homeland Se- 
curity in 2016 told a different congressional committee that it was an 
unequivocal fact that Russian cyberattacks occurred and were aimed at 
swaying the election results. У 

Russia “orchestrated cyberattacks on our nation for the purpose of in- 
fluencing our election,” Jeh Johnson told the House Intelligence Com- 
mittee. “That is a fact. Plain and simple.” 

The question of the breadth and depth of Russian penetration in elec- 
tion systems has alarmed local and federal officials. 

The USS. intelligence community assessment released in January said 
the Kremlin used computer hacking, stolen e-mails, and propaganda and 
misinformation to influence public opinion in the United States during 
the election campaign. 

E-mails that were stolen from Democratic National Committee offi- 
cials, and from the campaign of Democrat Hillary Clinton, were later 
leaked — influencing public debate and U.S. media coverage during the 
campaign, embarrassing Clinton, and undermining her efforts to win the 
election. 

USS. officials later said that Russia had specifically sought to sway the 
campaign in favor of Clinton’s opponent, and the eventual winner, Don- 
ald Trump. 

“The scale and the aggressiveness” of the Russian interference in 2016 
set it apart from previous “active measure” campaigns used by Moscow 
in the Cold War era, said Bill Priestap, assistant director of the FBI’s 
counterintelligence division. 

“Active measures” is a term coined by Soviet spy agencies to describe 
overt and covert efforts to influence or undermine foreign governments. 

Also in January, the Department of Homeland Security moved to 
designate U.S. voting systems “critical infrastructure,” putting them on 
the same level as things like dams or bridges, or the electrical grid, and 
giving the federal government more authority to intervene in state sys- 
tems. 

Speaking before the Senate committee, Manfra declined to identify 
which states had been targeted; two states, Illinois and Arizona, had pre- 
viously been identified publicly. 

Manfra also testified that vote tallies were not tampered with, some- 
thing that government investigators have been looking closely at. 

She refused to respond to pointed questions by the panel’s top Demo- 
crat, Mark Warner, about how many states had voter data stolen by hack- 
ers. 

Samuel Liles, acting director of cyberdivision at the Department of 
Homeland Security, told the Senate committee he “absolutely” expects 
Russia will “continue to conduct influence operations” in the United 
States. 

The Kremlin has repeatedly denied the assertions that it was involved, 
though a growing body of public evidence — including a recently pub- 
lished classified National Security Agency document detailing hacking 
activity of Russian military intelligence — has undermined those denials. 

In prepared remarks to the House Intelligence Committee, Johnson 
echoed the comments from the officials before the Senate committee — 
saying there was no evidence that actual vote tallies were stolen. 

“To my current knowledge, the Russian government did not through 
any cyberintrusion alter ballots, ballot counts or reporting of election re- 
sults,” he said. “I am not in a position to know whether the successful 
Russian government-directed hacks of the [Democratic party] and else- 
where did, in fact, alter public opinion and thereby alter the outcome of 
the presidential election.” 

USS. officials have repeatedly pointed out that the decentralized nature 
of U.S. election systems is one reason it is hard for external actors to 
directly manipulate the vote count. 

There were roughly 185,000 voting precincts spread over 9,000 juris- 
dictions nationwide where Americans casts ballots during the November 
8 vote. 

The technology and methodology used varies, sometimes widely, from 
precinct to precinct. 

The question of Russian interference in the 2016 campaign has shad- 
owed the White House since the election and has deepened since Trump 
took office in January. 

Several House and Senate committees are looking at various parts of 
that interference, and the FBI has been conducting a criminal investiga- 
tion into the past and present interactions of Trump’s associates with Rus- 
sian and other foreign officials. 

Oversight for that criminal investigation shifted to special counsel last 
month after Trump abruptly fired FBI Director James Comey, raising 
new questions about whether Trump tried to interfere or obstruct the in- 
vestigation. 
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The Adult Group's Hopak 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Parkland Ukrainian Dancers 
perform year-end concert 


(UkrNews)—The Parkland 
Ukrainian Dancers performed their 
year-end concert at the Arden The- 
atre in St. Albert, June 17. 

The club currently consists of six 
groups, ranging in age from four to 
adult, who performed 22 numbers, 
representative of various regions of 
Ukraine, culminating in a rousing 
finale that had the audience on its 
feet with a standing ovation. 

It was also an opportunity for the 
groups to display their dazzlingly 
colourful new costumes — most of 
which come from Ukraine. 

Next year, the society will be 
celebrating its 35" anniversary. 

Ukrainian Dancing has been of- 
fered in Stony Plain and area since 
1983, allowing young and young at 
heart an opportunity to experience 
and appreciate the Ukrainian cul- 
ture. Parkland Ukrainian Dancers 
Society (PUDS) is active in the 
community performing at several 
local special events, private func- 
tions, community events as well 
as the society’s own functions. In 
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addition, PUDS represents the tri 
community at various festivals and 
competitions within Western Can- 
ada and in the past Disneyland. 
Since its inception, PUDS has 
been under the instruction of Deb- 
bie Koziak-Koper. In 1990, Debbie’ 


husband, Chris Koper, joined his 
wife as the male Artistic Director 
for the club. Both are former Cher- 
emosh dancers and have formed the 
artistic and creative team respon- 
sible for directing and developing 
the Parkland Ukrainian Dancers. 


Top to bottom: Zeleni, Razom, Ditochky 
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Amsterdam — your gateway to Kyiv 


(UkrNews)—If you’re flying to 
Kyiv with KLM — which is the only 
airline that provides one-stop service 
from Edmonton — as well, among 
others, from Vancouver, Calgary, 
Toronto and Montreal, — you may 
consider stopping off in Amsterdam 
for a few days. 

Doing so will not cost you any- 
thing more for your flight as KLM 
offers free stopovers. 

Amsterdam is the Netherlands’ 
capital, known for its artistic herit- 
age, elaborate canal system and 
narrow houses with gabled facades, 
legacies of the city’s 17th-century 
Golden Age. Its Museum District 
houses works by Rembrandt and 
Vermeer at the Rijksmuseum, the 
Van Gogh Museum and modern art 
at the Stedelijk. Cycling is key to the 
city’s character, and there are 400km 
of cycle paths. 

A useful and economical way 
to enjoy its attractions and see the 
sights is by purchasing an I am- 
sterdam City Card. With it you get 
free, unlimited public transport, free 
entry to Amsterdam’s best museums 
and attractions, and lots of great dis- 
counts and offers. Passes are avail- 
able for 24, 48 and 72 hours. 

One free benefit you should def- 
initely take advantage of is a canal 
cruise. 

The history of Amsterdam is in- 
timately connected with water. Its 
165 canals were created over the 
centuries to stimulate trade and 
transport and reclaim land to expand 
the city. They continue define the 
city’s landscape and in 2010 Amster- 
dam’s canal ring was recognised as a 
UNESCO world heritage site. 


опо Везідез providing a _ stunning 


Rembrandt's The Night Watch 


PHOTO — COURTESY RIJKSMUSEM 


backdrop to the city’s historical 
centre, floating down Amsterdam’s 
canals is one of the most memorable 
ways to discover the city’s sights 
and attractions. Most canal cruises 
take around an hour, in which you’ll 
explore Amsterdam’s UNESCO pro- 
tected canal ring and discover plenty 
of interesting facts about the city 


Royal Dutch Airlines 


along the way. 

One such interesting fact is that 
city lots were allocated according 
to the width of the canal front, but 
owners could build up as high as 
they want and build as much as they 
wanted lengthwise as well. Thus 
many rich families would buy two 
lots that joined each other length- 


wise and build one huge house with 
two canal fronts. 

Since the row houses are all at- 
tached both on the canal fronts and 
on the streets that cross the canals, 
one could have an addition in the 
back of the house that know would 
know about from — except by aerial 
view. 


That’s how the family of Anne 
Frank managed to hide from the Nazis 
for over two years, in a secret set of 
rooms hidden behind a bookcase. 

Anne Frank is one of Amster- 
dam’s best-known historical figures. 
Anne and her family lived in hiding 
from the Nazis in a house on the 
Prinsengracht. Anne was eventu- 
ally deported to the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp in 1945, where 
she later died at the young age of 15. 
Today, Anne’s spirit lives on through 
her diary and the huge numbers of 
visitors who come to Amsterdam 
every year to learn more about her 
short life. 

Located at Prinsengracht 263, 
the Anne Frank Huis is where Anne 
Frank lived in hiding with her 
family. The attic rooms are empty, 
but still exude the atmosphere of 
the hiding period. Some personal 
items remain, like the pictures of 
movie stars that Anne pasted to a 
wall, a section of wallpaper where 
Anne’s father marked the height of 
his growing daughters, and a map 
on which he recorded the advance of 
the Allied Forces. The museum also 
features a reflective exhibition about 
the persecution of the Jews and dis- 
crimination in general. 

Whether you’re a first-time vis- 
itor or a veteran of the city’s cultural 
scene, there’s no escaping the inter- 
national attraction of Amsterdam’s 
top museums. Within them you’ll 
find artefacts and exhibitions to suit 
all tastes, from family fun and sci- 
ence through to the Dutch Masters 
and modern art. - 

The Rijksmuseum is one of Am- 
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Четвертий pik 
конфлікту в Україні 


Загинуло щонайменше 10090 людей - звіт ООН 


Ярослава Куцай, Радіо Свобода 
На тлі провальних спроб домо- 
витися про стабільне припинення 
вогню на Сході України зростає 
кількість людських жертв та 
поглиблюється конфронтація 
між сторонами. Про це йдеться у 
опублікованому 13 червня квар- 
тальному звіті ООН (за період 
з 16 лютого по 15 травня 2017 
року). Його автори попереджа- 
ють про можливість загострен- 
ня конфлікту та продовжують 
закликати усі сторони виконати 
Мінські угоди й вжити заходів 
задля пошуку зниклих осіб. 

Ця весна забрала життя 36 лю- 
дей на Донбасі, 157 зазнали по- 
ранень, що майже вдвічі більше, 
ніж у попередній звітний період 
(з 16 листопада 2016 року по 15 
лютого 2017 року) спеціальної 
моніторингової місії ООН з прав 
людини. Її голова Фіона Фрейзер, 
коментуючи дані дослідження, 
звернула yBary Ha  регуляр- 
не | порушення військовими 
перемир'я та випадки викори- 
стання стрілецької зброї й важкої 
артилерії. Проросійські бойови- 
ки, за висновками експертів місії, 
ставлять під удар цивільних. 

«Люди, які проживають біля 
лінії зіткнення, розповідали 
нам про присутність солдатів та 
озброєних угруповань у їхніх 
районах, які стріляють і прово- 
кують зустрічний вогонь, через 
що спокій їхніх домівок й саме 
їхнє існування - у небезпеці», — 
зазначила Фрейзер. 


Ці атаки призвели до по- 
шкодження критичної 
інфраструктури, включно з 


лікарнями, школами та систе- 
мою водопостачання по обидві 
сторони лінії вогню. 

«Донецька фільтрувальна 
станція (на  непідконтрольній 
території - ред.), яка обслуговує 
345 тисяч людей, неодноразо- 
во зазнавала артобстрілів, се- 
рйозно загрожуючи життям (її 
працівників та призупиняючи 
роботу шість разів за період з 
середини лютого. Дах основної 
будівлі центральної лікарні у 
Красногорівці (підконтрольна 
територія - ред.) зазнав прямо- 
го удару, хоч і був чітко позна- 
чений червоним хрестом. Через 
артобстріл довелося  евакую- 
вати працівників та пацієнтів 
лікарні, кілька її відділень відтак 
не функціонують», - нагадала 
Фрейзер. Вона також зазначила, 
що сторони  продемонструва- 
ли свою спроможність ведення 
ефективних перемовин | черв- 
ня, припинивши вогонь з нагоди 
Дня прав дитини. 

У доповіді мовиться, що 
соціально-економічна криза на 
Сході України поглиблюється. 
Щонайменше 160 тисяч 
пенсіонерів, які проживають 
на територіях, підконтрольних 
озброєним угрупованням, не от- 
римували пенсії у період з груд- 
ня 2014 року по грудень 2016-го, 
позаяк не були зареєстровані як 
внутрішньо переміщені особи 
(ВПО). За результатами складної 
бюрократичної перевірки тих, 
хто врешті зареєструвався, у 
2016 році виплату пенсій при- 
пинили 400 тисячам людей, які 
мали на них право, стверджують 
експерти місії. 


Лінія вогню продовжує 


Фіона Фрейзер 


розділяти сім'ї та громади, по- 
рушуючи право на свободу 
пересування тисяч людей, мо- 
виться у доповіді. Довгі чер- 
ги на контрольно-пропускних 
пунктах досягли піку в березні 
і квітні. За цей час більш, як 
півтора мільйона людей виїхали 
3 підконтрольних бойови- 
кам територій, близько трьох 
мільйонів вирішили залишити- 
ся. Між тим, озброєні бойовики 
угруповання «ДНР» змусили го- 
ловний офіс гуманітарного шта- 
бу «Поможем», що забезпечував 
допомогою півмільйона людей, 
зупинити на непідконтрольній 
території діяльність, зазначають 


представники моніторингової 
місії ООН. 
У звіті також зафіксовані 


нові випадки незаконного або 
самочинного позбавлених 
волі та викрадень, зокрема, на 
територіях, які контролюють 
збройні угруповання. Часто сім'ї 
жертв не мають доступу до за- 
триманих Ta інформації про 
їхнє місцезнаходження. Автори 
звіту звертають увагу на причи- 
ни - недостатню координацію 
між відповідними  державни- 
ми органами України, а також 
відсутність обміну даними 
судово-медичних експертиз між 
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Учасники протестної акції в Москві, 12 червня 2017 року 


Новий протест Росії 


Початок реальної загрози для Кремля? 


Олена Матусова, Рдаїо Свобода 

У Росії в Москві та Санкт-Петербурзі поліція 
затримала 12 червня близько півтори тисячі 
учасників акцій протесту проти корупції. Ще 
десятки людей упродовж святкового Дня Росії 
були затримані в інших російських містах - від 
Владивостока до Калінінграда. Серед затриманих 
у Москві - опозиційні політики Ілля Яшин та 
Вячеслав Мальцев, директор «Фонду боротьби 
з корупцією» Роман Рубанов та інші активісти. 
Самого ініціатора антикорупційних протестів 
Алєксєя Навального поліція затримала в Москві 
ще перед початком запланованих акцій. У Росії 
опозиція подала заявки на мітинги та інші акції 
в 224 містах, у багатьох містах влада не погодила 
проведення мітингів. Експерти констатують, що ці 
протести можуть бути початком нової, загрозливої 
для Кремля, хвилі. 

Московська влада спочатку дозволила Алєксєю 
Навальному і його соратникам провести акцію 
протесту на проспекті Сахарова. Опозиціонер і 
його прихильники погодилися. Але з'ясувалося, 
що чиновники мерії не дозволили організаторам 
встановити екрани для демонстрації відео, а потім 
стали чинити тиск на компанії, які встановлюють 
звукове обладнання. 

Залишившись без звуку, Навальний звернувся 
до своїх прихильників не приходити на проспект 
Сахарова, а провести акцію у вигляді прогулянки, 
так само як і 26 березня цього року. Те, що в 
Алєксєя Навального зараз було мало часу на 
передислокацію акції, стало причиною того, 
що вона була менш чисельною, ніж та, що була 
наприкінці березня, вважає опозиційний політик 
Дмітрій Гудков. Хоча, за його словами, протестна 


українською стороною та YIPY- | активність буде наростати. 


пованнями «ДНР» та «ЛНР». 

У відповідь на запитання Радіо 
Свобода про донецького блоге- 
ра i автора Радіо Донбас.Реалії 
Станіслава | Васіна  (Асєєва), 
який зник на початку цього 
місяця, Фрейзер повідомила, що 
спеціальна моніторингова місія 
ООН зараз працює над його по- 
шуком. 

«Ми намагаємося встанови- 
ти зв'язок і зрозуміти, що саме 
з ним трапилося. Тобто ми досі 
намагаємося отримати доступ 
туди, аби зрозуміти, де саме він 
наразі перебуває і якою є його 
ситуація», - сказала вона. 

Управління Верховного 
комісара ООН з прав людини 
наголошує на необхідності ухва- 
лення закону «Про правовий ста- 
тус осіб, зниклих безвісти», який 
передбачає створення комісії з 
питань зниклих осіб. 

З початку конфлікту на Сході 
України у середині 2014 року 
станом на 15 травня 2017 року 
загинуло щонайменше 10 090 
людей, включно з 2 777 пред- 
ставниками цивільного населен- 
ня. Щонайменше 23 966 були 
поранені. 


«Вона в будь-якому випадку буде наростати, 


тому що проблеми не вирішуються. Просто не 
зрозуміло, коли це станеться і що стане тригером 
нового протесту. Поки не зрозуміло. 26 березня це 
був фільм «Він вам не Дімон». І там було багато 
людей. На прогулянку організатори запрошували 
задовго до самої акції. Цього разу був один день 
і об'єктивно людей було мало. Було б 50 тисяч 
на Тверській, їх було б дуже важко розігнати», - 
вважає Дмітрій Гудков. 

Проте, в Росії люди продовжують виходити на 
протестні акції i це вже не щось малозначне. Тисячі 
протестувальників виходять не за Навального і не 
за когось конкретно, а тому що бажають отримати 
від влади відповіді на свої питання. Енергія 
протесту в Росії збільшуватиметься, вважає 
політолог Станіслав Бєлковський. 

«Важко розмірковувати зараз про кількість 
учасників протестів, але вже ясно, що атмосфера 
протесту зовсім не та, що була в 2011 році. Тоді 
мільйони людей сподівалися на поступки з боку 
влади і ці поступки були. Вони були оголошені 
Дмітрієм Мєдвєдєвим - колишнім президентом, 
наприкінці 2011 року i частково втілені. Але 
потім Владімір Путін все це скасував. Тому зараз 
протестувальники не сподіваються на владу 
зовсім і керуються злобою щодо влади. Тому 
сама атмосфера більш радикальна, ніж тоді, 5-6 
років тому. А це означає, що якщо кількість не 
зростатиме швидко, енергія протесту зростатиме», 
— зазначив політолог. 

Підсумки акції 12 червня підбивати зарано. 
Можна лише сказати про велику кількість 
затриманих. Як вважають експерти, влада якщо 
і справляється з новою протестною хвилею, то з 
великими труднощами. А ця хвиля дійсно нова, 
принаймні, що стосується молодого покоління 
протестувальників. 


Питання надання Україні летальної зброї 
залишається відкритим у США - Парубій 


(Голос Америки) Голова Верховної Ради 
України Андрій Парубій, перебуваючи з офіційним 
візитом у СПА, заявив, що питання надання 
летальної зброї Україні Вашінгтоном не зняте з 
порядку денного. 

«Це питання не знято з порядку денного, 
щодо нього йдуть дискусії. I якщо раніше ми 
мали негативну відповідь, то сьогодні питання 
залишається відкритим», - сказав Парубій в ефірі 
«Голосу Америки». 

Він зазначив, що ця тема детально обговорювалася 
під час його зустрічей у Пенгагоні. Андрій Парубій 
наголосив, що «надання зброї має як технічне, так 
і символічне значення для посилення співпраці між 
Україною і США». Також, важливим є посилення 
санкцій проти Росії, сказав він. 

Парубій назвав головні меседжі 1 зустрічі, які 
заплановані під час його поїздки до США. 

«Ключовим заходом буде зустріч зі спікером 
Палати представників Полом Раяном, з яким 
маємо підписати меморандум співпраці між 
Конгресом США i Верховною Радою України», — 
сказав Парубій. 

Меморандум, за його словами, передбачає більш 


тісну, системну співпрацю як на рівні комітетів, 
так i на рівні парламентів, стратегічну співпрацю 
в різних сферах діяльності обох парламентів. 

У планах українського спікера також зустрічі 
з конгресменами різного рівня, представниками 
комітету з безпеки, Держдепартаменту, Ради безпеки. 

«Ключові моменти, які маю намір обговорити 1 
почав обговорювати - це підписання двосторонньої 
безпекової угоди між "Сполученими Штатами 
Америки i Україною як ключовим союзником 
США», - зазначив Парубій. 

Він о наголосив Ha - важливості нещодавно 
ухваленого Верховною Payor законопроекту 
про пріоритетність членства України в НАТО 
(організації Північноатлантичного договору). 

«Коли в останнє я перебував у Тбілісі на 
Парламентській асамблеї НАТО, багато хто з колег 
говорили про те, що для того, щоб вони вживали більш 
активні кроки, важливо, щоб і Україна законодавчо 
визначилася, - зазначив Парубій. - Це важливий 
крок і сигнал для наших партнерів. Я вважаю, це 
питання повинно стояти як номер один в українській 
зовнішній політиці. Розуміючи, що це може зайняти 
роки, ми маємо максимально наближати цей момент». 
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Participants at the Signing Ceremony 


Shevchenko Foundation and Mitacs partner for research internships 


New agreement to strengthen Ukraine-Canada research networks 


(UCFTS)—The Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shey- 
chenko Foundation), and Mitacs, a national 
not-for-profit research and training organiza- 


_—tion, announces a new partnership that will 


allow Ukrainian undergraduate students to 
participate in research internships at Can- 
adian universities for the first time. 

The agreement was signed at the Bahen 
Centre for Information Technology, Univer- 
sity of Toronto by Shevchenko Foundation 
President Andrew Hladyshevsky and Mitacs 
CEO and Scientific Director Alejandro 
Adem. 

From June to September each year, top- 
ranked Ukraine students will participate 
in a 12-week research internship under the 
supervision of Canadian university faculty. 
Students are provided with professional 
skills training and gain valuable knowledge 
about Canadian industry and innovation. In- 
terns interested in returning to Canada for 
graduate studies will be eligible for a Mitacs 
Globalink Graduate Fellowship. 

Mitacs Globalink Research Internships are 
currently available at over 60 universities 
across Canada. 

A generous donor will sponsor ten stu- 
dents from Ukraine for the program in its 
inaugural year. 

“By formalizing this partnership between 
Canada and Ukraine, we are encouraging 
the exchange of research knowledge and 
innovation between our two countries. The 
agreement with the Shevchenko Foundation 
will provide new opportunities for Canadian 


faculty and universities to benefit from stu- 
dents’ international perspectives, while dem- 
onstrating a range of Canadian research op- 
portunities,” said Adem. 

The Mitacs partnership is one component 
of the newly established Shevchenko Foun- 
dation Future Leaders Fund, a broader initia- 
tive designed to identify and foster new gen- 
erations of young scholars who will become 
the leaders of tomorrow. 

The Future Leaders Fund will complement 
the educational activities of the Shevchenko 
Foundation which include raising awareness 
in Canada of the Ukrainian heritage through 
traditional and non-traditional educational 
programming at all educational levels, fund- 
ing the advancement of Ukrainian Canadian 
studies and promoting Ukrainian studies in 
educational institutions across Canada. 

The Shevchenko Foundation is a leader in 
advancing the Ukrainian community across 
Canada and through its partnership with 
the community inspires the arts, education, 
heritage and community development. Over 
54 years, the Shevchenko Foundation has 
awarded $11.5 million to projects within the 
Ukrainian community and beyond with the 
goal of enriching a lasting cultural legacy for 
future generations. 

“As president of the Shevchenko Founda- 
tion, we are pleased to sign this agreement 
with Mitacs because it will allow university 
students from Ukraine to participate in pres- 
tigious post-secondary research projects. 
The new program dovetails with our recent 
‘Shevchenko Foundation Youth Initiative’ 


Kursy raise $2645 for orphanage 


By Liliya Sukhy, Principal Ivan Franko 
School of Ukrainian Studies 

On May 6, 2017, the Ivan Franko School of 
Ukrainian Studies (Kursy Ukrainoznavstva) 
had their Annual Walkathon and raised $2645 
that will be donated to the Orshivsky Orphan- 
age Romashka located in Orshiv, Cherniv- 
etska oblast, Ukraine. Kursy’s fourth year 
graduating class will be traveling to Ukraine 
later this summer to visit the orphanage and 
deliver them school, sport and playground 
supplies purchased with these funds. 

Helping those less fortunate than ourselves 
has been part of our citizenship program for 
many years. Since 2006, our students have 
raised and donated over $30,000.00 to chil- 


dren’s orphanages across Ukraine. 

Every year the Walkathon is concluded 
at the Legislature Building where we were 
warmly greeted by various MPs. In the past 
this has including former Premier of АЇ- 
berta Ed Stelmach, former Speaker of the 
Legislature and Minister Gene Zwozdesky 
and former Minister of Education Thomas 
Lukaszuk. This year we were greeted by 
City Councillor, Dave Loken, who donated 
$300.00 for this cause. All these events were 
covered by various Edmonton media includ- 
ing CTV, OMNI and CFRN Television. 

We thank you to all the donors for your con- 
tinuous support! 
SLAVA UKRAYINI! HEROYAM SLAVA!!! 


to further strengthen our record of providing 
scholarships to students of Ukrainian—Can- 
adian ancestry for attendance at post-sec- 
ondary institutions in Canada. We have also 
enhanced funding for Canadians studying in 
Ukraine by providing subsidies for enrol- 
ment at post-secondary institutions. With a 
focus on strengthening their linguistic, his- 
torical, and cultural knowledge of Ukraine, 
students can enrich Canada upon their return 
home,” said Hladyshevsky. 

“Further, our recent agreement with 
the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK), which represents university stu- 
dent clubs across Canada, will establish a 
permanent endowment to assist in promot- 
ing programs. This will provide learning and 
mentoring opportunities to produce the next 


generation of leaders — not only within the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community, but in the 
broader Canadian society. Today’s ceremony 
underscores and advances the vision of the 
Foundation’s Youth. 

The Shevchenko Foundation is a national, 
chartered philanthropic institution dedicated 
to the preservation, promotion, and develop- 
ment of the Ukrainian cultural heritage for 
the enrichment of Canada. 

Mitacs is a national, not-for-profit or- 
ganization that has designed and delivered 
research and training programs in Canada 
for 17 years. Working with 60 universities, 
thousands of companies, and both federal 
and provincial governments, Mitacs builds 
partnerships that support industrial and so- 
cial innovation in Canada. 


Amsterdam — your gateway to Kyiv 


Cont. from P. 9 


sterdam’s grandest and most popular mu- 
seums. Its vast collection showcases iconic art 
and a wide variety of artefacts that reflect more 
than 800 years of Dutch and global history. 

The presentation of the Rijksmuseum collec- 
tion is a journey through Dutch art and history 
from the Middle Ages up to and including the 
20th century. The story of the Netherlands is 
placed in an international context and, spread 
over four floors, is told in chronological or- 
der. Paintings, prints, drawings, photographs, 
silver, porcelain, delftware, furniture, jewel- 
lery, costumes and objects from Dutch history 
together tell the story. 

More than 30 galleries are dedicated to the 
glory of the Golden Age, when the young mer- 
cantile republic led the world in trade, science, 
shipping and the arts. The Gallery of Honour 
forms the heart of the museum, displaying 
world-famous masterpieces by Vermeer, Rem- 
brandt, Frans Hals and Jan Steen. The Gallery 
of Honour leads visitors to the lavishly decor- 
ated space that the architect Pierre Cuypers 
created for Rembrandt van Rijn’s The Night 
Watch in the late 19th century, and where this 
magnificent masterpiece can be admired. 

If you want to learn more about Rembrandt, 
a visit to the Rembrandt House would be in or- 
der. The Golden Age artists lived in this house 
located in the centre of Amsterdam. It is now 
a museum dedicated to both his life and his 
work. 

It has been lovingly restored to its 17th- 
century majesty and offers a glimpse into the 
everyday life of Rembrandt. You can visit the 
studio where the artist created many of his 


most famous paintings, in addition to his liv- 
ing quarters. The house also contains dozens 
of his etchings along with several items re- 
covered during a recent archaeological survey 
of the grounds. 

Next to Rembrandt, probably the most 
famous Dutch artist is Vincent Van Gogh and 
he has a museum dedicated especially to his 
work. 

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam 
is one of the most popular museums in the 
world, attracting visitors from every corner of 
the globe. It houses more than 200 paintings, 
500 drawings and 700 of Van Gogh’s letters. 
Having originally opened on Museumplein 
in 1973, the Van Gogh Museum has been ex- 
panded and modernised over the years, ensur- 
ing it’s a truly cutting-edge exhibition and vis- 
itor space. 

For both locals and far-travelling visitors, 
the Van Gogh Museum is a unique and in- 
spirational experience. Alongside the legacy 
of Vincent van Gogh’s instantly recognisable 
impressionist works, such as his landscapes, 
self-portraits and still lifes — especially “Sun- 
flowers’ — the museum provides opportunities 
to track the artist’s development and compare 
his paintings to works by other artists from 

Admission to the Van Gogh Museum is free 
with the City Card as is admission to several 
others including the Stedelijk Museum, Her- 
mitage Amsterdam, Amsterdam Museum, Sci- 
ence Center NEMO, The National Maritime 
Museum, EYE Filmmuseum, Foam, Tropen- 
museum, the Diamond Museum, the Tulip 
Museum and many others. 

For more information, visit: <www.klm,ca>. 
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Дерев'яна церква Благовіщення Пресвятої Богородиці 


У Коломиї закрили церкву через конфлікт 
між громадами УГКЦ і УПЦ (МП) 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У місті Коломия на Івано-Франківщині 
місцева влада опечатала дерев'яну церкву 
Благовіщення Пресвятої Богородиці через 
конфлікт, який розпочався 4 червня між 
громадами Української греко-католицької 
церкви і Української православної церкви 
(Московського патріархату). Вірні i ду- 
ховенство УГКЦ просять православних 
звільнити храм і вийти з підпорядкування 
Московського патріархату. Але віряни i 
духовенство УПЦ (МП) заявляють, що не 
звільнять церкву. 

Біля церкви Благовіщення Пресвятої 
Богородиці, що стоїть на старому 
міському цвинтарі, цілодобове чергування 
поліції і вірян обох конфесій. Двері храму 
зачинені, у них люди вставили образки. 

Щодня у визначений час перед перед 


дверима моляться вірні УГКЦ i УПЦ - 


(МП). Коли триває греко-католицька 
служба, кілька православних осіб 13 
протилежної сторони церкви стоять 
і омоляться. Православні прихожани 
відмовились розповідати про ситуацію. 

Дерев'яна з церква Благовіщення у 
Коломиї збудована у XVIIl столітті на 
місці храму XVI століття, З історії відомо, 
що церкву збудував майстер зі Снятина 
(Івано-Франківщина) у 1705 році у формі 
тридільної одноповерхової будівлі. Потім 
ще двічі її перебудовували, 
у 1845 році, і тоді храм прикрасив 
різьблений іконостас. До ліквідації УГКЦ 
на псевдособорі у 1946 році це була церк- 
ва греко-католицької громади. На почат- 
ку 1990 року цей храм передали у тимча- 
сове користування вірним Московського 
патріархату, але до того часу, доки вони не 
збудують свою церкву. У 1996 році у центрі 
Коломиї постав новий храм УПЦ (МП). 

Неодноразово громада УГКЦ звер- 
талась до православних i міської 
влади з проханням звільнити храм. 
Наприкінці травня цього року під час 
сесії Коломийської міськради мовилось 
про збереження сакральної пам'ятки 
архітектури церкви Благовіщення і повер- 
нення її у підпорядкування Коломийсько- 
Чернівецької єпархії УГКЦ. А 4 червня 
громадськість і греко-католицьке духо- 
венство традиційно зібралось на молит- 
ву біля символічної могили борцям за 
незалежність України, що праворуч від 
храму Благовіщення. Опісля зайшли у 
церкву, там молились і переконували 
православних вірних вийти з-під поряд- 
кування Московського патріархату. Аби 
уникнути серйозного міжконфесійного 
конфлікту за вказівкою влади було закри- 
то двері храму. 

«На нашу думку, конфлікту як такого 
немає. Є просто наше побажання, як уже 
не раз у міській раді було задекларовано, 
щоб нам було повернуто наш храм, який, 
згідно з усним договором, архівними 
довідками, документами, історичною 
справедливістю, нам був повернутий 
храм, який греко-католицька громада з 
доброї волі надала православній громаді, 
щоб вони там служили, допоки свій збу- 
-дують. Найбільша проблема не в тім, 
що нам бракує ще одного храму, а що це 
національна пам'ятка архітектури і за час 
користування православною громадою 
вона там знищена», - каже отець Роман 


востаннє 


Кіцелюк (УГКЦ). 
Деревина церкви потребує реставрації 
і це видно навіть ззовні. Храм перебуває 
у державній власності і є пам'яткою 
архітектури національного значення. 
Втім, це не стало перешкодою, i на даху 
із гонти православна громада встановила 
куполи блакитного кольору, зробила збо- 
ку церкви кам'яну добудову. 
«Представники греко-католицької церк- 
ви зайшла незаконно у храм, відсторонили 
нашого священика, відслужили свою 
літургію, провокували наших віруючих, 
призначили свого предстоятеля. Поліція 
заблокувала двері і виник конфлікт. У 
нас є документи, що ми маємо право там 
служити. Думаю, що у влади стане розу- 
му розібратись у конфлікті», - наголосив 
Радіо Свобода ієрей Димитрій УПЦ (МП). 
Очільник Івано-Франківської області 
Олег Гончарук зустрічався з єпископами 
греко-католицької 1 православної церкви 
(MII), пообіцяв, що у храмі встановлять 
пожежну систему сигналізації 1 контро- 
люватиме реставрацію церкви. Відтак 
місцева влада, заявивши про реставрацію 
храму (що є необхідністю), по суті, взяла 
паузу для роздумів i хоче, щоб публічно 
було вирішено, кому саме має належати 
храм Благовіщення Пресвятої Богородиці. 
Однак, чи не спричинить це ще більше 
протистояння між громадами міста? 
Вісім років поспіль громада УГКЦ про- 
сить місцеву владу повернути церкву 1 
встановити історичну справедливість, 
обіцяючи самостійно ii реставрува- 
ти, лунали також пропозиції, що у разі 
звільнення цього храму, православній 
громаді у Коломиї нададуть земельну 
ділянку від будівництво сакрального 
об'єкта. Але ценевирішило проблеми. Од- 
нак ситуація переросла у міжконфесійний 
конфлікт 1 не без політичного підгрунтя. 
У Коломиї склалась локальна ситуація, 
сказав в ефірі Радіо Свобода дирек- 
тор департаменту у справах релігії та 
національностей Міністерства культу- 
ри України Андрій Юраш. Водночас 
цю пам'ятку сакральної архітектури не 
можна втратити. У Коломиї збіглись два 
вектори - використання храму 1 збере- 
ження, але це не пов'язано з долею храму 
Благовіщення Пресвятої Богородиці. 
«Увага до проблеми у Коломиї дуже 
потужна. Єпископ УПЦ в єдності з Мо- 
сковським патріархатом Віктор Коцаба 
зустрічався з місцевою владою і зробив 
багато пропозицій. Питання вийшло на 
міжнародний рівень. Два дні тому митро- 
полит Антоній зустрічався з Апостольсь- 
ким нунцієм в Україні Клаудіо Гуджеротті, 
була така спроба з боку УПЦ вплинути на 
розв'язання цього конфлікту навіть че- 
рез Ватикан. Найголовніше, що у цьому 
нібито двополярному конфлікті є ще тре- 
тя сторона, а це дуже потужна ситуація в 
громаді. Думаю, що це буде дуже склад- 
ний випадок для місцевої влади, яка має 
право і можливості вирішувати долю 
храму, для того, щоб об'єктивно, дипло- 
матично з найменшими іміджевими втра- 
тами розв'язати ситуацію», - наголосив 
Андрій Юраш. 
За словами представника Мінкульту, 
на сьогодні в Україні понад 150 складних 
випадків міжрелігійних конфліктів. 
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Учні Курсів Українознавства 
- здобули матуру 


Лілія Суха, 
Директор Курсів Українознавства 
10 червня 16 студентів Kypcis 


Українознавства востаннє переступили 
поріг суботньої школи. 

Від імени всіх учителів щиро вітаю 
студентів 4 курсу, які закінчили Курси 
Українознавства, - Андрія Андрійчука, 
Кіяру Березовську, Юлію Вейд, Дмитра 
Гніденка, Вікторію Гринів, Андріану 
Джус, Наталю Когут, Ларису Колодій, 
Андрійка Крись, Олю Мащак, Дарію 
Подільську, Христину Петрівську, Сашу 


Фарину, ШДарину  Чернявську, Павла 
Цісара, Софію Шилдз. 

У неділю, 11 червня для матурантів 
4 курсу відбувся матуральний обід та 
програма в Шато Луї. Пролунало багато 
спогадів, подяк і побажань. Ми дуже 
пишаємосяя нашими випускниками, адже 
майже всі з них присвятили кожну суботу 
протягом останніх 10 років суботній 
школі. Бажаємо нашим випускникам 
великих успіхів у майбутньому, не 
цуратися своєї української мови і завжди 
пам'ятати, з якого вони роду. 


В'ятрович: процес 
перейменування проспекту 
Шухевича зупинений тимчасово 


(Радіо Свобода) Голова Інституту 
національної пам'яті Володимир 
В'ятрович заявляє, що процес перейме- 
нування проспекту Ватутіна на проспект 
Шухевича у Києві зупинений тимчасово. 
Про це він написав на своїй сторінці у 
«Фейсбуці», коментуючи рішення Окруж- 
ного адміністративного суду Києва. 

«Ухвала не свідчить про те, що суд пого- 
дився із позовними вимогами чи вже ухва- 
лив рішення їх задовольнити. Це так зване 
«забезпечення адміністративного позову», 
тобто кроки, вжиті судом на час, поки він 
буде розглядати справу по суті. Тобто тим- 
часово зупинено процес перейменування, 
але ані не скасовано його, ані не визнано 
протиправним», - зазначив В'ятрович. 


Напередодні | Окружний адмінсуд 
Києва ухвалив рішення тимчасово зу- 
пинити перейменування проспекту. Про 
це повідомила представниця організації 
«Антифашистська правозахисна ліга» 
Олена Бережна. 

«Антифашистська правозахисна ліга», 
а також «Єврейська правозахисна група» 
просять суд визнати рішення Київради 
про перейменування протиправним. 

Як повідомляє агентство УНІАН, 
мер Києва Віталій Кличко 13 черв- 
ня заявив про те, що юристи Київради 
відстоюватимуть ухвалене рішення. 

Київрада  перейменувала проспект 
Ватутіна на проспект Шухевича на 
засіданні | червня. 
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Sajjan tells UCC Canada’ 


support is unwavering 


(UkrNews)—Defence Minister 
Harjit S. Sajjan on June 21 had 
- a fruitful conversation with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress in 
Ottawa, reports the press office of 
the Ministry of Defense. 

He reiterated Canada’s unwaver- 
ing support to Ukraine, both in 
helping to preserve and protect 
Ukraine’s sovereignty in response 
to Russian aggression and in pro- 
viding assistance to Ukraine to 
implement key reforms. 

“The Government of Canada 
is committed to Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian people as they work to 
build a more secure, stable, and 
prosperous country. The illegal 
seizure of Ukrainian territory by 
Russia is not something Canada 
can accept or ignore. Canada will 
continue providing support to the 
Ukrainian people, as we have since 
January 2014, as long as our assist- 
ance is needed,” he stated. 

Minister Sajjan underlined that 
both the recent signing of the Can- 
ada-Ukraine Defence Cooperation 
Arrangement (DCA) and the re- 
newal of Operation UNIFIER until 
March 2019 are critical parts of 
Canada’s multifaceted support to 
Ukrainian territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, security, and stability. 

While the DCA is focused on 


Нагій 5. Sajjan 


providing a framework for cooper- 
ation on important defence-related 
issues, Operation UNIFIER is part 
of broader Government of Can- 
ada efforts to advance democracy, 
human rights, and the rule of law 
in Ukraine through development, 
financial, humanitarian, and non- 
lethal military assistance. 
Supporting the security of other 
nations and their ability to con- 
tribute to security abroad is one of 
the eight core missions of Strong, 
Secure, Engaged, Canada’s new 


Defence Policy. Canada’s assist- 
ance to Ukraine and Ukrainians is 
fully aligned with the new Defence 
Policy. 

As part of Canada’s response 
to requests from the Government 
of Ukraine, the Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF), with support from 
Global Affairs Canada, is provid- 
ing military training and capacity 
building to Ukrainian Armed 
Forces’ personnel to support 
Ukraine in its efforts to maintain 
sovereignty, security, and stability. 

Since the start of the training in 
September 2015, the CAF has de- 
livered more than 110 courses to 
over 4750 Ukrainian soldiers, cov- 
ering all types of training. 

Canada has provided a broad 
range of assistance (development, 
financial, humanitarian, non-lethal 
military) to Ukraine, totaling more 
than $700 million since January 
2014. 

Canada has contributed over $16 
million in non-lethal military equip- 
ment to Ukraine’s armed forces, and 
will contribute an additional $7.25 
million over the next two years. 

Under the extension of Oper- 
ation UNIFIER until March 2019, 
Canada will continue to deploy ap- 
proximately 200 CAF personnel in 
Ukraine. 


Poster session highlights 
- innovations in Slavic Studies 


(ULEC)—A poster session titled 
“New Developments and Innova- 
tions in Slavic Studies” was held 
on 28 May as part of the annual 
conference of the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Slavists (CAS), which 
took place at Ryerson University 
in Toronto on 27-29 May 2017. 
The poster session was sponsored 
by the Ukrainian Language Edu- 
cation Centre (ULEC), which is a 
research unit of the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) 


at the University of Alberta (U of Й 


A). As pointed out by presenter 
Daria Polianska (PhD candidate., 
U of A), poster sessions “help build 
the bridge between disciplines and 
create an interactive environment 
where participants and attendees 
can exchange practices and experi- 
ences, as well as enhance the visual 
representation of their research.” 
Facilitating information sharing 
and network building, the seven 
presentations comprising the ses- 
sion explored new initiatives in 
Slavic programs, including the in- 
tegration of technology. 

Four of these presentations fo- 
cused on modern-day language 
learning and teaching. Veta Chitnev 
(University of British Columbia) 
addressed hybrid Russian language 
courses for beginners, explaining 
how redesigning the course al- 
lowed for several benefits, includ- 
ing increased learning-hours and 
decreased costs of course materials 
for students. Olena Sivachenko (U 
of A) discussed a new, technologic- 
ally enhanced Ukrainian language 
course for beginners, which em- 
ploys a blended learning model to 
maximize students’ engagement in 
and out of the classroom (Podoro- 
zhi.UA). Natalie Kononenko and 
Daria Polianska spoke about digital 
teaching tools and their team’s pro- 


Alla Nedashkivska (left) and Olena Sivachenko showcase their posters 


ject “UkraineAlive/Shkola Zhyva,” 
a website created to help teachers 
instructing on Ukraine (particularly 
for Grade 3 Social Studies teachers 
in Alberta). Alla Nedashkivska (U 
of A) described her open-access 
etextbook for advanced students of 
Business Ukrainian, recently pub- 
lished by the University of Alberta 
Press (2016). Created with the 
modern student in mind, Nedash- 
kivska’s e-textbook provides an 
online platform for students to 
learn ТЕ folate Ukrainian- 
language} skills — from how to 
write a resume and prepare for a 
job interview in Ukraine to dealing 
with banks and insurance. 
Nedashkivska — who is the acting 
director of ULEC and a professor 
in the U of A’s Modern Languages 
and Cultural Studies department — 
was “impressed with the many new 
initiatives taking place in Slavic 
studies across Canada and the US: 
new courses, ground-breaking pro- 
grams, as well as exciting new tools 
and learning resources,” noting that 
she was “inspired by the great dis- 


cussion, inspiring ideas, and truly 
hope[s] that we will continue our 
dialogue at future conferences.” 

New initiatives in Slavic pro- 
grams were the topic of three pres- 
entations during the poster session. 
Jane Frances Hacking (University 
of Utah, Salt Lake) offered an over- 
view of her new course, “Russia 
and Asia: Expanding Russian Pro- 
gram Curriculum Eastwards.” Julia 
Rochtchina, University of Victoria 
(UVic), presented on the new Test 
of Russian as a Foreign Language 
(TREL) centre in Victoria, which is 
the first such centre in North Amer- 
ica. Megan Swift (UVic) spoke 
about the new MA programs in 
Slavic Studies and Holocaust Stud- 
ies at UVic; the latter is the first of 
its kind in Canada. 

The first-ever addition of the 
poster sessions at the annual CAS 
Conference was well received. 
Presenters and audience members 
approved the new initiative and ex- 
pressed their desire to continue this 
tradition at next year’s conference 
in Regina, Saskatchewan. 
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є | ОСС launches Parliamentary 


Internship Program for 
Canadian youth 


(UCC National)—The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC) on 
June 15 announced the renewal 
of the UCC Parliamentary Intern- 
ship Program aimed at providing 
Ukrainian Canadian youth with 
meaningful political experience. 
UCC is pleased that the Ukrain- 
ian National Federation of Canada 
(UNF) is a founding sponsor and 
will provide the interns training 
through the Paul Yuzyk Institute 
for Youth Leadership (named after 
the late Senator Paul Yuzyk). 

Interns will work in Ottawa with 
Members of Parliament for 10 
months on policy research, com- 
munications, legislative affairs and 
constituency work. They will learn 
firsthand about Canada’s Parlia- 
ment and all aspects of the legis- 
lative and governmental process. 
Upon completion of the internship, 
UCC will work to place the in- 
terns in full-time rolls with MPs, in 
Ministerial Departments, or other 
public service roles within Govern- 
ment of Canada. 

“We are very proud to launch our 
internship program, which will pro- 
vide young Ukrainian Canadians 
with the opportunity to work with 
Members of Parliament and learn 
about public service,” stated Paul 
Grod, National President of the 
Wee 

“Ym very pleased that the 
Ukrainian National Federation has 
agreed to be a founding sponsor 
of this program, and provide the 
necessary training and support to 
best prepare the interns for their 
work on Parliament Hill. Our ob- 
jective with this program 15 to help 
ensure that the Ukrainian Canadian 
community continues to play a sig- 
nificant roll in shaping Canada’s 
political landscape and policies for 
decades to come.” 

“UNF is proud to partner with 
UCC National as a founding spon- 
sor of its Internship Program,” said 
Taras Pidzamecky, UNF National 
President. “As part of our commit- 
ment, we look forward to taking on 
the task of intern orientation through 
the UNF’s Paul Yuzyk Institute for 
Youth Leadership (РУТ), named 
after the revered Ukrainian Can- 
adian Senator who was a founding 
leader of our organization.” 

UNF Canada will be making a 
$25,000 contribution to the Parlia- 
mentary Internship Program in its 
first year, in addition to providing 
training for the interns. 

In order to bring more interns 
to Parliament Hill, we ask indi- 
viduals and organizations to assist 


Senator Paul Yuzyk 


with financially support the UCC 
Parliamentary Internship Program. 
We estimate the cost to be $28,000/ 
intern/year. You can make an on- 
line tax-deductible contribution at 
http://www.ucc.ca/programs/par- 
liamentary-internship or by mail- 
ing at cheque to UCC C&E Trust 
(re Internship) to 203-952 Main 
Street, Winnipeg MB, R2W 3P4. 

Beginning in September, this 
program will provide Members 
of Parliament with highly quali- 
fied assistants, and gives post-sec- 
ondary graduates an opportunity 
to supplement their knowledge of 
Parliament with practical, hands- 
on experience. In the months of 
December and January, interns will 
work at the UCC National Office in 
Ottawa, learning about community 
advocacy. _ 

Intern responsibilities include 
working with Members of Parlia- 
ment in a variety of areas, includ- 
ing parliamentary committees, 
correspondence and constituency 
duties. Graduates of the program 
will be better able to significantly 
contribute to Canadian public life. 

This internship program is for re- 
cent post-secondary graduates. To 
be eligible you must be a perma- 
nent resident or citizen of Canada, 
have recently completed a post- 
secondary degree and have a dem- 
onstrated interest in public affairs. 

Compensation is $20,000 for the 
10-month program. 

Interested candidates must com- 
plete the application form which is 
available on the program website 
and follow instructions in the form. 

Application Deadline - June 30, 
2017 

For any questions: email 
<internship@ucc.ca> call 613- 
232-8822, or visit our website at 
the UCC Parliamentary Internship 
Program website 


Ukrainian lawmakers tell Lviv mayor 
to solve garbage problem or resign 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian law- 
makers have stepped up pressure 
on Lviv’ 5 mayor to resolve the 
western city’s garbage problem. 

The parliamentary faction of the 
Bloc of Petro Poroshenko asked 
Andriy Sadovyy on June 20 to im- 
mediately address the issue or step 
down. 

Problems linked to the city’s 
overloaded dump site have been 
developing for more than a year. 

Four people died there in May 


2016 after being trapped under a 
huge wave of falling garbage trig- 
gered by a fire that lasted for sev- 
eral days. 

The tragedy was followed by 
protests against Sadovyy in Lviv. 

Also on June 20, the acting dir- 
ector of the Lviv regional depart- 
ment for internal and information 
policies, Olha Berezyuk, started 
a hunger strike demanding that 
Sadovyy immediately start remov- 
ing garbage from the dump site. 
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Sanctions bill hits 

roadblock in U.S. 

House as senators 
call for vote 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Senate leaders called on the House of 
Representatives to vote on the Senate’s bill to impose new 
sanctions on Russia and Iran even as the legislation hit a 
roadblock in the House on June 20. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman John Mc- 
Cain said the House should vote as soon as possible on the 
measure, which responds to alleged Russian meddling in 
the election, predicting that the legislation would pass over- 
whelmingly in the House, just as it did in the Senate last 
week. 

“We all know that the Russians tried to interfere in our 
elections,” McCain said. “Here we are six months later and 
we’ve done nothing.” 

Yet instead of building on the momentum created by the 
Senate’s 98-2 vote for the sweeping sanctions package, the 
Republican leadership in the House sent it to the Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee for review. 

Moreover, House leaders said that their parliamentarian 
has discovered a problem with the bill: it violates a require- 
ment in the U.S. Constitution that any legislation that raises 
revenue for the government must originate in the House. 

The constitutional flaw means the bill might have to be 
sent back to the Senate, where its revenue-raising provisions 
— which were not identified — would have to be stripped 
from the measure before it could be sent back to the House 
for a vote. 

Democrats suggested that Republicans raised the proced- 
ural issue to stall the bill out of loyalty to President Donald 
Trump, whose administration has criticized the sanctions 
package as potentially too restrictive against Russia. 

Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer said House 
Republicans need to pass the sanctions bill “as quickly as 
possible.” 

“Responding to Russia’s assault on our democracy should 
be a bipartisan issue that unites both Democrats and Repub- 
licans in the House and the Senate,” Schumer said. 

The Russian sanctions were attached by the Senate to a 
bill toughening sanctions against Iran. The Iranian provi- 
sions are also strongly supported in Congress but have en- 
gendered less debate. 

Senator Dick Durbin, the second-ranking Democrat in the 
Senate, said, “I think the House Republicans are lukewarm 
and the White House is cold when it comes to Russia sanc- 
tions.” 

Representative Eliot Engel, the top Democrat on the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, said he’s concerned that 
the delays will give the Trump administration an opportunity 
to weaken the legislation. 

“Anything short of an up-or-down vote on this tough sanc- 
tions package is an attempt to let Russia off the hook,” Engel 
said. 5 

But Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob 
Corker said he’s confident there is “strong interest” in the 
House for passing Russia sanctions legislation that’s similar 
to the Senate bill. 

71 don’t want to in any way state how they should go about 
doing their business,” Corker said. “They don’t do that with 
Sie 

AshLee Strong, a spokeswoman for House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, said Ryan believes Congress must do more to hold 
Russia responsible. She said “we will determine a path 
ahead in the House” after the Foreign Affairs Committee’s 
review is complete. 

The committee’s chairman, Representative Ed Royce, has 
said he is working to build bipartisan support for sanctions 
over what he called “Russia’s dangerous activities” during 
the election. 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has offered only luke- 
warm support for the Senate bill. Tillerson said during con- 
gressional testimony last week that Trump needs to have 
“the flexibility to adjust sanctions to meet the needs of what 
is always an evolving diplomatic situation” with Russia. 

An overly aggressive sanctions bill, Tillerson suggested, 
could lead Moscow to shut off potentially promising talks 
with Washington. 

The sanctions package approved by the Senate is aimed 
at rebuking Russia for what U.S. intelligence agencies con- 
cluded was a covert campaign to influence the 2016 presi- 
dential election to favor Trump. 

The legislation also contains new sanctions against Rus- 
sians backing the separatist war in eastern Ukraine and those 
responsible for‘arming Syria in its five-year civil war. The 
bill would also cement into law existing sanctions against 

Russia and require a congressional review if Trump attempts 
to ease existing sanctions. 
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Sadochok children perform 


Sadochok holds Year End Concert 


St. Josaphat’s Sadochok held their Year End Concert on 
Friday, June 9th at St. Matthew School in Edmonton. The 
concert featured songs, poems, and dances. The stage was 
beautifully decorated with spring crafts and bright paintings 
prepared by the students. The show began with a Welcome 
Dance and Pryvit. Next, the graduating class sang songs to 
bid farewell to sadochok, and welcome the new school year. 
All children congratulated the graduating class with poems 
and songs. The concert closed with a graduation for the 
children leaving sadochok and going on to kindergarten in 
the fall. Certificates were presented to the graduates by the 
teachers - a proud moment for students and parents alike! 

St. Josaphat’s Sadochok, sponsored by St. Josaphat’s Cath- 
edral and the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
(St. Josaphat’s Branch), offers Ukrainian and Bilingual Ukrain- 
ian/English classes for children ages 19 months to 5 years. 


Through their programs, children receive language, cul- 
tural, musical, and religious instruction in Ukrainian from 
a young age. Skilled and experienced teachers lead the stu- 
dents through a yearly curriculum, focusing on seasonal 
themes, religious Feast Days and holidays, Ukrainian cul- 
ture, music, and traditions, and more. 

Toddler and 3/4 year old classes are available mornings 
Monday to Friday. Afternoon classes are available Monday 
to Friday for children 4 years and older, and those who at- 
tend kindergarten in the morning. St. Josaphat’s Sadochok is 
conveniently located inside St. Matthew Elementary School, 
and serves as a feeder program for the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program at that school. Registrations for the 2017 - 2018 
school year are now being accepted. = 

Please visit <www.sadochok.com> for more information, 
or email: <playschool at Sadochok.com>. 


Researchers say Russian hackers 
can now cause major power outages 


(RFE/RL)}—Hackers believed to be allied with the Rus- 
sian government have devised a cyberweapon that has the 
potential to be highly disruptive against the world’s electric- 
al systems, researchers have reported. 

The malware, which researchers have dubbed CrashOver- 
ride or Industroyer, is known to have disrupted the electrical 
system in Ukraine in December, briefly shutting down one- 
fifth of Kyiv’s electric power. 

Dragos, one of the cybersecurity firms that identified the 
malware in a report on June 12, said Russian government 
hackers had shown an interest in targeting power grids in 
other countries as well, including the United States. 

The malware is capable of attacking power systems across 
Europe and Asia, and “with small modifications” could be 
used in the United States to cause outages of up to a few days 
in portions of the grid, Dragos said. 

With modifications, the malware could also attack other types 
of critical infrastructure, including local transportation provid- 
ers, water systems, and natural gas suppliers, Dragos said. 

News of the discovery prompted the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security to advise all critical infrastructure oper- 
ators to make sure they were following recommended secur- 


ity practices on June 12. 

Dragos named the group that created the new malware 
Electrum, and said it had high confidence that Electrum used 
the same computer systems as the hackers who attacked 
Ukraine’s electrical grid in the earliest known incident in 
December 2015. 

The 2015 attack, which left 225,000 customers without 
power, was carried out by Russian government hackers, U.S. 
researchers have concluded, and was linked to a group called 
Sandworm, which is believed to be associated with the Rus- 
sian government. 

Dragos said Sandworm and Electrum might be the same 
group, or two separate groups working within the same or- 
ganization, but the forensic evidence shows they are related. 

The malware samples from the 2016 attack in Ukraine 
were first obtained by ESET, a Slovakian research firm, which 
shared some of them with Dragos. ESET has dubbed the mal- 
ware Industroyer, while Dragos calls it CrashOverride. 

Industroyer or CrashOverride was specifically tailored to 
disrupt or destroy industrial-control systems, and represents 
the most powerful threat since Stuxnet, a worm created by the 
United States and Israel to disrupt Iran’s nuclear capability. 


Police arrest suspects in former Russian lawmaker’s killing 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian authorities say they have detained 
suspects linked to the assassination of former Russian law- 
maker Denis Voronenkov. 

In a statement on June 16, the National Police said that 
“investigative steps” including searches and detentions were 
conducted in the eastern city of Pavlohrad. The police did 
not say how many suspects were detained or identify them. 

Voronenkoy, a former member of the Russian State Duma 
who defected to Ukraine and became a critic of President 
Vladimir Putin, was gunned down in broad daylight in Kyiv 
on March 23. 

Police said the alleged killer, Crimean-born Ukrainian na- 
tional Pavlo Parshov, 28, was a secret Russian agent who 
passed himself off as a Ukrainian soldier. Parshov died in the 
hospital after being shot by Voronenkov’s wounded bodyguard. 


Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko called Voronen- 
kov’s killing "ап act of state terrorism by Russia.” Officials 
in Kyiv have said they believe it was one of a series of kill- 
ings and attempted killings carried out in Ukraine on behalf 
of Russian security services. 

Earlier this month, a man from Russia’s Chechnya region 
posing as a French reporter shot and wounded a Chechen 
transplant to Ukraine who fought on Kyiv’s side against 
Russia-backed militants in eastern Ukraine. The victim’s 
wife shot the attacker. 

Last July, Belarusian-born journalist Pavel Sheremet was 
killed in a car bombing in which authorities claim to have 
found Russian traces. However, they have not provided evi- 
dence to prove that to the public, and police say they are 
looking into all possibilities. 
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (left) met with Slovak his counterpart, Andrej Kiska, 
on the Slovak-Ukrainian border on June 11, opening a symbolic “door to the EU.” 


Ukrainians celebrate 


visa-free travel to EU 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainians on June 11 cele- 
brated the first day of visa-free travel to most 
EU countries, which President Petro Poro- 
shenko welcomed as a “a final exit of our 
country from the Russian Empire.” 

The liberalized regime entered into force 
on June 11, allowing Ukrainian citizens who 
have biometric passports to enter all EU 
member states other than Ireland and the 
United Kingdom without a visa for up to 90 
days during any 180-day period. It also ap- 
plies to four Schengen Area countries that 
are not in the EU: Norway, Iceland, Liech- 
tenstein, and Switzerland. 

Poroshenko met with Slovak his counter- 
part, Andrej Kiska, on the Slovak-Ukrainian 
border, opening a symbolic “door to the 
BU 

“We have waited so long for this,” the 
Ukrainian president said at the Uzhhorod 
border crossing in the Zakarpattia region. “I 
am-sure that this day, June 11, will go down 
in the history of Ukraine as a final exit of 
our country from the Russian empire and 
its return to the family of European nations. 
“Welcome to Europe,” Kiska told the crowd 
attending the event. “I want to call on you to 
continue carrying out reforms.” 

“The visa-free regime for Ukraine has 
started! Glory to Europe! Glory to Ukraine!” 
Poroshenko earlier wrote on Twitter after 
hundreds of Ukrainians crossed the EU bor- 
der. 

“Flights to Warsaw, Budapest, Frankfurt, 
and Munich have successfully landed and 
passed passport control;) #Bezviz — just the 
beginning!” Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin 
cheered on Twitter. 

Thousands of people had crossed the bor- 
der into EU countries by midday, the Ukrain- 
ian Foreign Ministry’s consular department 
wrote on Twitter. 

Ukrainian travelers arriving in Brussels 
on June 11 said they were pleased about the 
ease with which they could now travel to 
Europe and the greater integration with the 
EU that it represented. 

“Tt feels very good when you can travel 
without any restrictions, when you just need 
to have a passport and that’s all. That feels 
very good,” Ukrainian student Inna Teryo- 
khina told RFE/RL at Brussels Airport. 

Ukrainian border officials said they are 
expecting a 30 percent rise in passenger traf- 
fic at control sites along the frontier with the 
new regulations. 

Mykola Tochytskyi, the head of Ukraine’s 
mission to the EU, toid RFE/RL outside the 
European Parliament in Brussels on June 11 
that “for Ukraine, today is a big day.” 

“Tt is not only about celebration; it is also 
a confirmation of our stand[ing]. To be with 
Europe. Not only outside of the region, but 
to be with Europe, to be a partner [who had] 
implemented all the benchmarks when it 
was decided to go for the visa-free regime,” 
Tochytskyi said. 

In a message on Twitter posted on June 11, 
European Council President Donald Tusk 
wrote, “A day to remember. Visa free travel 


for Ukrainians now a reality. Bringing us 
closer together.” 

In a video address, EU Commissioner for 
Enlargement Johannes Hahn said that visa- 
free travel was achieved after “a long pro- 
cess but finally the reform efforts paid off.” 

“This is a real milestone proving that the 
European Union delivers on its promises,” 
he said. “Ukraine’s commitment to the re- 
form process will always result in tangible 
benefits for the citizens. This should be a 
motivation to stay on the reform course.” 

“Today, we bring down a barrier between 
the people of Ukraine and the people of the 
European Union,” EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini said in a video address 
released late on June 10. 

“Tt will create new opportunities for all of 
us, strengthening our economies, or security, 
and our friendship,” she also said. “And this 
is what our partnership is all about: making a 
difference to our citizens’ everyday life.” 

Hugues Mingarelli, head of the EU dele- 
gation to Ukraine, said at the ceremony 
that Ukrainians will be able “to travel to 33 
countries of West Europe without any visa 
requirements.” 

Mingarelli said the visa-free regime was 
“just the first step” toward “intensifying rela- 
tions” between the EU and Ukraine. 

Poroshenko said on June 10 as he counted 
down the final 12 hours before the start of 
the travel regime that he believes Ukraine 
will become a member of both NATO and 
the EU, and that “nothing, nobody will ever 
stop us.” 

“The words ‘back in the U.S.S.R.’ will be 
heard only listening to The Beatles,” Poro- 
shenko said. “We will never return to the 
Soviet Union because we, a proud and free 
democratic nation, return to the family of 
European nations.” 

He said the “last sound of the countdown” 
will mark “the fall of not the concrete Berlin 
Wall but the paper curtain that has been sep- 
arating Ukrainians from the European family 
for years.” 

“We must return Ukrainians their history. 
That is why today’s decision of the EU is 
so important. A long process has been com- 
pleted. First of all, it goes about the return of 
Ukraine to its historic place among the Euro- 
pean countries, not only about the visa-free 
border crossing,” Poroshenko told the 1+1 
television channel. 

Poroshenko’s predecessor, Viktor Yanuko- 
vych, was pushed from power in 2014 by 
massive pro-European protests after he 
scrapped plans for a deal to tighten ties 
with the EU. Russia then seized control of 
Ukraine’s Crimea region and fomented sep- 
aratism in eastern Ukraine, where a war be- 
tween Russia-backed forces and the govern- 
ment has killed more than 9,900 people. 

Much of present-day Ukraine was part of 
the Russian Empire beginning in the 17th 
century, and Ukraine was under Moscow’s 
thumb as a Soviet republic for most of the 
20th century. It gained independence in the 
Soviet collapse of 1991. 


EU calls for 


15 


transatlantic 


coordination on any new 
Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union has 
urged international partners to coordinate 
any new sanctions against Russia, a day 
after the U.S. Senate proposed additional 
measures against Moscow that drew a sharp 
rebuke from Germany and other allies. 

A spokeswoman for the European Com- 
mission told the Reuters news agency on 
June 16 that it was “important for possible 
new measures to be coordinated between 
international partners to ensure their impact 
internationally and to maintain unity among 
partners on the sanctions.” 

The U.S. Senate voted overwhelmingly on 
June 15 for new sanctions on key sectors of 
Russia’s economy and cementing into law 
existing sanctions on Russia over its aggres- 
sion in Ukraine and alleged meddling into 
the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign. 

Russia denies acting to influence the U.S. 
election but the U.S. intelligence commun- 
ity in January issued an assessment affirming 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin “or- 
dered an influence campaign” to benefit the 
candidacy of Donald Trump. 

Germany and Austria strongly objected to 
a key provision in the Senate’s legislation, 
saying it could hurt European businesses in- 
volved in a project to bring Russian natural- 
gas supplies to Europe. 

The provision enables the United States to 
impose sanctions on European firms involved 
in financing Russian energy-export pipelines 
to Europe, including the Nord Stream 2 pipe- 
line that is being built under the Baltic Sea to 
provide Russian gas to Germany. 

The pipeline project was conceived by Rus- 
sia and Germany as a way to avoid sending 
gas to Europe through an existing pipeline that 
runs through Ukraine, which has proved to be 
unreliable at times because of a long-running 
spat between Kyiv and Moscow over the cost 
of gas and other contract terms. 

Addressing reporters in Berlin on June 16, 
German government spokesman Steffen Sei- 
bert described the U.S. move as “peculiar.” 

Seibert said it was “strange” that sanctions 
intended to punish Russia for meddling in 
the U.S. elections could also lead to penal- 
ties against European companies. 

He added that Chancellor Angela Merkel 
shared the concerns raised by the German 
and Austrian foreign ministers who charged 
in a joint statement that the U.S. measure 
brings a “completely new, very negative di- 
mension into European-American relations.” 

“Europe’s energy supply is a matter for 


Europe, and not for the United States of 
America,” the ministers, Sigmar Gabriel and 
Christian Kern, said on June 15. 

With several major European companies 
involved in building the new Nord Stream 
pipeline, they said that “we can’t accept the 
threat of illegal and extraterritorial sanctions 
against European companies” posed by the 
Senate bill. 

Half of the cost of the new Nord Stream 
pipeline is being paid for by Russian gas 
giant Gazprom, while the other half is being 
shouldered by a European group including 
Royal Dutch Shell, an Anglo-Dutch enter- 
prise, French provider Engie, OMV of Aus- 
tria, and Germany’s Uniper and Wintershall. 

The United States in the past has cau- 
tioned its European allies against building 
the Nord Stream 2 project, saying it would 
increase European dependence on Russian 
energy supplies, but it hasn’t previously at- 
tempted to interfere with plans to move the 
project forward. 

The Austrian and German officials said 
one motive behind the Senate bill may be 
an attempt to help U.S. natural-gas suppliers 
at the expense of their Russian rivals. The 
United States recently started shipping lique- 
fied natural gas to Poland and has ambitions 
to cultivate other European customers. 

Meanwhile, the Kremlin said it had an 
“extremely negative attitude” toward the 
proposed new U.S. sanctions and considers 
the discontent expressed by Germany and 
Austria “understandable.” 

Legislation passed by the Senate on June 
15, which included tougher new sanctions 
against both Russia and Iran, aimed at pun- 
ishing Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
his country’s alleged meddling in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election and making Teh- 
ran pay a price for its “continued support of 
terrorism.” 

The bill will now be sent to the House of 
Representatives for approval before being sent 
to President Donald Trump for his signature. 

By tying Iran and Russia together, Con- 
gress has made it more difficult for Trump to 
oppose the action as the president, who has 
been highly critical of Iran, would have to 
reject the tougher sanctions against Tehran if 
it rejected other parts of the legislation. 

The vote came a day after U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson made a plea for pa- 
tience from lawmakers in relation to Rus- 
sia, saying the administration feared being 
“handcuffed” by the new measure. 


Poroshenko hails EU 
‘solidarity’ with Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko says he and European Council 
President Donald Tusk have discussed rela- 
tions with the EU, as well-as U.S. sanctions 
related to the conflict in eastern Ukraine and 
to Russia’s illegal annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula. 

"І am happy to hear today from Donald 
[Tusk] and from our consultations with other 
leaders of the European Union that the pos- 
ition of the EU is unity and solidarity with 
regard to Ukraine, which is vitally important 
for us,” Poroshenko said at a news confer- 
ence with the European Council president in 
Brussels on June 22. 

The EU on June 19 extended the bloc’s 
investment ban against Crimea for another 
year, while the United States on June 20 
announced new financial measures against 
Russia-backed separatists involved in the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

The EU sanctions were introduced in 2014 
in response to Russia’s illegal annexation of 
the Ukrainian region and have since been ex- 
tended on a yearly basis. 


“The message about the rolling over of the 
sanctions is exactly what we are happy to 
hear these days,” Poroshenko said. 

Poroshenko, who returned from a trip to 
the United States, also said that he and U.S. 
President Donald Trump had “a very promis- 
ing negotiation and coordination first of all 
about the sanctions.” 

The new sanctions announced by the U.S. 
Treasury Department on June 20 targeted 
more than three dozen fighters and separatist 
leaders in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
of eastern Ukraine. 

“You know that the United States intro- 
duced the new sanctions and confirmed 
that all sanctions remain in place until the 
full implementation of [the] Minsk [agree- 
ment],” Poroshenko said. 

The Minsk peace agreement, brokered by 
France and Germany and signed by Russia 
and Ukraine in February 2015, calls for a 
cease-fire, the withdrawal of heavy weapons- 
from the front lines, and constitutional re- 
forms to give eastern Ukraine more auton- 
omy. 


